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To the Right Honourable 
Sir JOSEPH WILLIAMSON, : 


Principal Secretary of STATE, ©” 


and one of His Majeſties moſt Ho- 
nourable Privy Council. c. 


Do not here imploy your 
Name” either to reſcue 
theſe Papers from con- 
94k iy to Je in the 
Reader an expetiation of 

meeting in themſomething fit tobeoffer'd | 
0 a Perſonage ; but out of great 

aſſurance that your Honour will rea- 
dily grant them your P roteftion, 4s + 
beeing boneſtly deſigned for the Vindi- 
+ cation of that Order of Men, _ | 
whom 


© +4... The Epiſtle Dadicatory. | 

whom your Reſpecis are conſtantly ma- 

ark : and x oa the ſi /0ps of whoſe 
Contempt both Church and State have | 

2 ever-received their dpeſt Wounds. 

; "F this ſbort Diſcourſe I, may | ' 
© ſerve God and the Truth, 1 have my 
. End'+ but ſball think, my Return full 
* of Reward, if Tour Honow ſball pleaſe | 
| 70 approve thereof, and give me par- 
don for the Addreſs. | 
Ks t. you. may long live to be un- | 
der Our Gracious Soveraign, an hap- 

F fy infirument of Peace an4 Proſpe.. | 
| rity to this Church and Nation, 15 | littl 
- "\the bearty Prayer of, bh fi 


- Your Honour's moſt humble ſun 
and moſt obliged | ſaid 


| - 


SELEF FEES ES PSSSKESS =» 


| TO THE | 
: | 
READER. 
. xz Have hitth hopes | 
to charm the Rea- | 


der with a Preface , 
and think it to .45s | 


ſaid what I can, he will judge 
- | and think what be pleaſeth. 
| Let bim free me from the Ex- 
| A 2 rata 


; | ko the Reader. 
ta of the Preſs, ant'I wi | - 
Pand to bis Mercy for the 
reſt 
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The Introdudion. 


F there were not 1n man 

a natural defire to con- 
= vey ſomething of "himſelf 
Sh to Poſterity, and that 
£9 D his Memory might ſur- 
vive his Aſhes; we had 


, hever heard of the Egyptians expending 


their Treaſures in Pyramids, nor of the 
Greeks and Romans beſtowing their 
Wealth and Care in Statues, Monuments 
and Inſcriptions. And this deſire is fo 
naturalized into. all Qualities of men, 
that even the poor Statuary exprels'd no 
leſs, when he fo cunningly placed his 
Name in the Image of his God, that it 
might laſt as long as that Maſter-piece of 
his Art. And yet men are not more am- 
bitious of Memory than Fame: \as is 


who 


x 
= 


5" " The Introdu@ion. 
who though never ſo careleſs of a vertu- * 


ous COmeroog » are yet mereello 
greedy of that Reputation which is its 
natural appendage. 


Nor can this be any matter of our 
Admiration, when it is duly conſidered, 
That Reputation goes furder than Pow- 
er: and that men are ſerviceable, or-0- 
therwiſe, according to the Opinion which 
is had of their Perſons. * For,let twomen 
« {ith that Oracle of the Chair and 
« Pulpit ) ſpeak the fame words, give 
<« the ſame advice, purſue the ſame Pi 
© fineſs, drive the ſame deſign, with e- 
« qual right, equal means, equal dili- 
« gence, and every other thing e- 


.* qual; yet commonly the ſucceſs is 
< ſtrangely different, it the one be well |, 


——  — ——— 


« thought of, and the other labour of 
«an ll report. So that he loſeth the | 


«* chick advantage of his Cauſe, who 
« loſeth the good Opinion of his Per- 


* ſon. 
And though a good Opinion of mens 


Perſons be of great mament in. all ranks | 


of men, yet in none can it be of greater, 
than 


= . 


The IntroduGion. | 
than in the Clerey, For if we take our 


« meaſures from the things wherein they 


deal, the Credit of their Perſons is'very 
highly conſiderable z ' becauſe thereon, 
in a _ meaſure, depend the ſucceſs 

and belicf of their , and conſe- 
quently the welfare of Religion ; which 
with no ſmall numbers men, hath 
jaſt ſo much Belief, as its Miniſters have 
Credit. And yet we (ce no Order of 
men, upon every flight and frivolous 
occaſion, ſo ſcornfully . expoſed as the 
Clergy 3 and that not ſeldome too for 
doing thoſe very things, which with e- 


" qual Eſteemers, ought to be the 'matter 


of their Commendation and Reverence. 
For let Clergy-men, with a zeal and im- 
partiality becoming their FunCtion, preſs 
the due exerciſe of Holineſs and Vertue, 
and the forſaking thoſe courſes of vi- 
cious and ungodly Living, wherewith 
ſo many are debatiched; let them ( fol- 
lowing the method of the Goſpel) teach 
vs to deny all ungodlinels and worldly 
laſts, and our obligation to live ſober- 
ly,righteouſly, and godly all the time of 

2 our 


4 bo. ; The Introdu&ion. 
\ > ears rh ter Clergy-men 


tay) cont _ pm rfue thefe and 
Inſtances 'of 'their Office, and 
ok commonly deal with them, as the 


Greeks dealt with their two Gods, Her- 
exles and Mercury, when they worſhip't 
the one with reviling Speeches, and the 
other with caſting Dirt and Stones at 
his Image. 


—_— 


Now, when with not a little reſent- | 
ment I ſeriouſly conſider, that the Con- | 


tempt of the Clergy is not the ruffanly 

and boriſh Humour only of the Rude 
and Jefs-Civilized, but even of many 
of thoſe; who would be looked upon 
as the Great Liehts of Deportment, and 
the Reftin'd and Philoſophical Perſons 


tion) I began to ſtagger in my good 
Opinion of the Clergy, and to ſuſpect 


there might. be ſuffictent matter for the 

wer Tp pms, when I ſaw it raiſed 
gainſt them perſons of too much 

Gerving nlts i — 

pour Contempt upon any without all 

juſt Cauſe or Pretence. 


of the ies moved with this Conſfidera- 


And *' 


—” C—TI—R— TB. 
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and Philoſophy, to | 


| 
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The IntroduGion.  . 5 
And yet fearing to be ſeduced 


* with popular Examples, and unwarily 


to imbibe a groundleſs prejudice again 

that Order of Men, for which I have 
ever retain'd fo Ynguar a Reverence 
and Eſteem : I thought it the moſt Chris 

ſtian and Manly method, not 'to take 
upon truſt a thing of ſo great Impor- 
tance; but by a plain and ſhort re- 
ſearch into the Circumſtances of: the 
Preſent Clergy, to try if any thing might 
be met with to juſtifie that Obloquy and 
Contempt which is' heapt upon © them. 
And for a more methodical procedure, 
{ have caſt my Thongl#- into the enſuing 
Chapters. \ 


B 3 CHAP. 


"6 A Modeſt Ples for the Clergy. 
a , » "—_ ' ; 


. " 
MAL 4 4a 4 


—_ — —_— — 


- CHAP:L 


Of the Name, and Original, &c.. of the 
Clergy. flint f 4 


"A -Sno Nation was ever yet read of, 

" {© iofidel and profane, as to live 
without all belicf- of me Deity, and 
profeſſion of ſome: Religion ; ſo there 
was never any; Religian that had not 


—— 


Separate Perſons to: whom was commit- | , 


ted the Power and Care of preſcribing, di 
refing, and adminiſtring the Rites theres 
of, and whom by an ealie Figure "we 
may call their Clergy. For the Name 
coming of Clerns, naturally fignitying a 
Bot, Patrimony, or Heritage, may inof- 
ferifively be given both to the Jewiſh 
and Heathen Prieſts; whoſe attendance 
upon Religion was their Subfiſtence and 
Imployment. 

 Burtin the firſt times of Chriſtianity 


the word Clergy was ſolemnly adopted | 


intq 


Y . 


1 


. 
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A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 7 
into the Family of Religious Titles, and 
made to denote the Church, (or whole 
Body of Believers) which being Gods 
peculiar inheritance, was called his Cle- 
r#5, or Clergy. And this acception of 
the word is ſo well approved of by ſome 
Modern Writers, that they wiſh the 
Fathers had till continued it in its firſt 
Latitude, and that they had never ap- 
propriated that to the Miniſtry, as be- 
ing but a part of the Communion, which 
primitively belong'd to the whole. And 
yet Maſter Calvin, who ſeems moſt of- 


- fended at this reſtraint of the word, can- 


not deny its Antiquity z but confeſſes it 
to have been an ancient Mode of ſpeak- 
ing, to call the whole Order of Ec- 
ceſiaſtical Mimſters by the Name of 
Clergy. 

But not to ſaunter away time in 
founding of Puddles, it ſuthiceth our 
preſent purpoſe to take notice, That 
thoſe Provinces among the. Roxrans 0- 
ver which they ſet Procurators, Prz- 
tors and Proconſuls, were, ſtyled Clers. 
And that in alluſion to this acception 

B 4 of 


—_ 


my 
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of the word, the Charge or Portion af. 
ſigned by Lot to Matthias, whither, as 
moſt conceive, he was to go preach the 
Goſpel, was called KA3e&. Aizxorizs xg} 
NE Lot of Miniſtry & Apoſtle. 
ſhip. And the ſeveral places whither the 
Apoſtles went to plant the Goſpel, were 
their K23-%, or Provinces ; which af- 
ter they had converted them to the 
Faith, they were to inſtru@ and govern. 
But in this Government they were care- 
fully” to avoid the Exattion and Cove- 
touſnes notorious in the Roman Prx- 
tors, who minded nothing but to gri 

and_ ſqueeze wealth out of the people, 
therewith to enrich themſelves: but on 
the contrary to take cate of their Pro- 
vinces ,. as Shepherds of their Flocks z ! 
uſing fuch moderation and clemency as 
might move the people to obey them, 
not of conſtraint, but with a willing 
wind. And in imitation of theſe Kajea 
of the Apoſtles, ſome have conjectured 
that their Succeſlors had Provinces al- 
lotted to their Government and Inſtru- 
Ction; and that from the ſame Clerj, the 


per- 
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A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 9 
perſans who taught and ruled them, de- 


. rived the appellation of Clergy. There 


is indeeed a L Writer, who by na- 
means can be induced to admit of theſe 
Clerj or Provinces, but with many pro-- 
babilities has labour'd to refute them, in 
the Sixth Chapter of his Jrenicum. But 
whether KA3e@. *Am2A3; doth figni 
the Office, or Province of Apoſtleſhip,doth 
not at all concern our, preſent purpoſe, 
ſceing that either of the two is enough 
to occaſion the Name we ſpeak of, 

But beſides this Rowan account of the 
word, we have another from the He- 
brews : among whom that we render 


- Kajea, ſignified thoſe Portions which 
fell by Lot toany in the diviſion of an 


Eſtate or Country. Thus in the Divi- 
fion of Canaan, when the Patriarchs re- 
ceived their KAzew, or portions in Land, 
God appointed none unto Levi , but 
made himſelf his Lot and Poſſeſſion. 
And when the whole World was divi- 
ved into Hebrew and Pagan, God chu- 
ling the former to ole his Worſhip, 
he made them his K\ieG., or people, cf 

is 


” to A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 
” his inherance; ' Der. 4. 20. Ard thoſe 
of the Jews who believed the Goſpel; 
are, according to St. Peter's intimarion, | 
God's Lot, of whom he took poſſeſſion, 
as of a Patrimony aſſigned ro his moſt 
holy Service. "And after rhis alſo, fach 
the Believing Jews as were ofr- 
dain's for the Mimſtry, were by way 
of Eminence called the Kj3-&, or Cler- 
gy of God. Becauſe when they were ad- 
mirred 'to Holy Orders, they were ſet | 
apart atid devored to his Solemnm Worſhip, 
and thereby became his more peculiar 
Portion. Like thoſe "whom God, in 
Namb.” 16. ſeparated from the Con 
to bring them near to binfa 
ro the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the 
Lord, and to ftand before the Congre- 
gation, to Miniſter mmto them. 
And any of the notices of the word 
. which have been already mention'd, 1 
take for a clearer occaſion of its appli- 
cation to the Miniſtry, than that of. Du- 
vid's diſtribution of the Prieſts into fe- | 
veral Courſes. Which hapned npon the | | 
death of Nadab and Abibu, when there 
J re» 


A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy, itt 
remain'd no more Sons to Aaron but E- 
liazar and Ithamar. In whoſe two Fa- 
milies the ſucceſſion of the Prieſts was 
preſerved. © At which timeDevid, ac- 
cording to the number of people in each 
Family, —_—y his ge 1m Now = 
Diſtribution being made KAzem, or 
Lot, (ome have thought he hols 
have from thence been a——— 
whoſe Office was to Miniſter in Holy 
Things. 

But what ever was the occalion-of 
the Title of Clergy, its firſt application 
ro the Eccleſiaftique Miniſtry was Signi- 
ficant and Laudable, not 'to fay Sacred 
and Divine, and fuch as even Malice it 
ſelf can make no Topick | to traduce or 
contemn thoſe that bear it. 


CHAP. 
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; CHAP. I1. 


| the Antiquity of the Clergy : a nations 

| Gs Jy and rcxorany A the Inſtitu- 
- - tion, Ofc. 

T Aving conſider'd the native figni- 

"JI fication of the word, which accor- 


to Epidetss is the beginning of 
knowledge ; the next thing by the pro- 


tiquity of the Clergy 5 which is: ſo re- 
doubtable that it may ſeem meer trifling 
to: attempt its demonſtration. For in- 
deed/the Antiquity of the Clergy is to 
be placed thoſe Veritics, which 
are more felt and known of theme 
ſelves, than by all can be alledged for 
their Manifeſtation. And therefore who- 
ſoever ſhall deny a matter of ſuch evi- 
dence and univerſal acknowledgement, 
"as that now ſpoken of, he ought to be 
reckon'd for a meer Sceptick Wrangler, 
unworthy of confutation, and an enemy 
tothe common ſentiments of all Man- 


£491 


Method to be examined,is the An- - 


| 
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A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy: 13 
kind, which" muſt ſuffer-an abſolute de- 


» fetion; and all the impreſſions of Uni- 


verlal Nature and Religion be blotted 
out, ere that we now k of can'be 
evacuated. - 
But yet When we ſeriouſly 'confider 
the unhappy genizs of the Age wherein 
we live, and that it is our hard lat to 
fall into thoſe peril/ons times wherein not 
only ſome inferiour ' Points , but. the 
whole frame of Religion is ready'to'be 
brought in queſtion, and to be 
no more than a meer Engine of Govern- 


* ment; we can ſcarce hope, upon” this 


fad reflection, that the Inſtitution of the 
Clergy ſhould meet with any higher'e- 
ſtimate. And, I hope, it will not-be 
deem'd meer Melancholy to imagine”, 
That there is a race of men who wilt 
not be coy and ſqueamiſh to make the 
Calling ofthe Clergy, as well as the Be- 
hef of a God, to be wholly grounded 
upon ſome blind Tradition, ſet on foot 
by ſome crafty Politick; who by the 
Doctrine of Obedience and —_— 
daily inculcated by this Order of Mem, 

might 
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- - might be the better able to awe a filly 
ſheepiſh World 5. and to render it more 
traftable to his es. 
--But ſuch as are fo far taken with this 
fine Conceit, as to think that the Inſti- 
tution of the Clergy is nothing but a 
blind Tradition broach't by ome cun- 
I I would have them to 
me without doubling , who was 
the Author of this Tradition 2 When did 
«commence 2 How came theſe men to 
beſo-wiſe asto diſcoveriand know that 
which for {o many- years already paſt, 
none was able to find out? What was 
there to guide and inſtrut the World 


before this blind Tradition 2 Who ft 


this Tradition firſt 6n foot ? and before 
it was ſet on foot, was there no Clergy, 
or were they unneceflary 2 At what Pe- 
riod - became the Clergy uſeful ? and 
why then and not before? But when 
thecunning States-man broach't this Tra- 
dition, by what means did he induce 
men to beheve 'him3 and that too in a 
caſe which was clear contrary to their 


former judgement , and to the judge- 


MENE 


: 
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ment of all the Generations that ever 


_ went before them ? Did he -wvagel 
y 


them to it- by force, and gain the 
by dint of Sword ? then _ where is the 
Story of his Atchievements ? what Mo- 
numents. preſerve the . memory of his 
Battels Vicories? where and in 
what Ara did this Mighty man: live, 
who did thus over-awe the World? 
But if the Politician moved men 
Reaſon to believe him, we muſt 
rant the Reaſons to have been wonders 
fully clear and weighty, that could per- 
ſwade the whole World to come off 
from their -old Opinion, and ſo far'to- 
part with their. Liberty, as to ſet over 
them an Order of Men; whom they 
knew from the deſign and tenour-of 
their Funftion, would fill their awnds 
with fear and awe, and put a curb up« 
on their carnal Wills, reſtrain their 
darling Luſts, bound their worldly In- 
tereſts, obſtruſt the ſtream of their Na+ 
tural Incligations, and at once abridge+ - 
them of all thei wonted Licences, But 


- the Politician did move mento receive: 


the 


16 4 Modeſt Plex for the Chrey: 9 | 
the Eb moans of the reaoabd _ 
wm —_ of the > rene ins 

'the thing it ſelf, then is this 
both to acknowledge and 


- rom the Fundion. But what AA 
defign in pip hw Soca a} 


Tradition ? Had he anv therein 
unto the of the World ? Did he 
convince Mankmd that a RY was 


truly neceſfary to the Solemni Holy 
Rites, preſervation of Religion, and to 


the- promotion - of the Peace A Wel- 

fare obGovernment ? If fo, 

lay aprtaſſs | 

in Punch, we oem, atop | 
oo Si 


mo of the *whole World to bee 
a'lye. For if it be a lye to fay, 
Tha the infieation of the Clergy is ng 
elſe but a-blind Tradition, ſet on' | 
y ſome crafty Stares-man, on purs+ 
to awe the World by their Mini- '! 
and to it and Peace-, | 
” / Obedient and Submifhive , ther | 


is | 


nt 


| 
> Were'noGod, than'that any reaſon did 
C 


A Modes \Ples for the Clebgy. 5 
is a Lye the foundation of all theſe Fe- 
keities. Or if it be or he Fees yer 
we are ſtill to reverence the Clergy; be- 
cauſe they are the Channel ' conveyi 

{5 many to the World, &c. But 


to , 
at'the forndation of all Religion 
conifiſts 1n the belief of a God, 1sfo uni- 
verfil -an Article; that even thoſe Per- 
fons ard Nations who differ moſt from 
one another, and*-that too in no ordi- 
nary. points of Rehigion, do tnatiimouſ- 
ly'aec6rd in this, That there is # God, 
whotn ive are bound to Iabour to pleaſe 
and hohonr, and to'fear to offend and 
ESTI EY hope to be made 
ppy by him. And as to thoſe-who 
have oppoſed the Belief of a' God, they 
kave'been' {o very few, and commonl 
ſo vilely vitious, that the World ha 
been'greatly weary of them;and 
them of (o'little*Credit, that they could 
nevey perſivade it\, 'that rhey were in 
ceartieſt. - But that their wicked lives 
tempted them rather' ro wiſh that there 


CON=- 
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” convince them to believe fo. ; And -as 
the beſt:and wiſeſt of. men have "org 
inthe belief of a God, and that Belief 
is; the, foundation of. all Religion: {o 
they have likewiſe acknowledged, That 
Religion was to be expreſſed in the {0- 
lem worſhip of that God whom they 
believed. :And- to, the end that | this 
Worlhip might be truly Solexen, [they 
likewi held: That t-was to be pub- 
lickly celebrated in ; appointed places, at 
 ſet.times, 'in preſcript forms, and by ſeleÞ 
perſons, .;And-'we find this laſt circum+ 
ltance ;,{o.,univerlally,, obſerved; by. all 
Nations; moderately , civilized,  that' it 
may-ſoem to be founded in the Law of 
Nature, aud to haye had none other but 
God for. 1ts, Author... Or, if this were 0+ 
therwile,. how ſhould-it, come. to paſs 
that; it 4s. a}molt ,as caſie to find a pepple 
without 'Sexls, .as Without fame fore of 
Religipn: or to findany- fort of Religion 
withoyt reference to, a God; os eyher 
Relizion;-or-a God, without, a Clergy or 
_ Separate Perſons ro Negotiate the Holy 
Ceremprics 2 And not to meddle.at pre- 
ent 
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ſent with the Divine Appointment of 
Certain Men for the adminiſtration and 
defence of Religion 3 we will conceive 
upon what grounds men herem, left un- 
to their own realon, , might be-induced 
to exe a Clergy, or to conſtitute an 
Order of men to: appoint and-.perform 
the publick Solemnities of, Religion, and 
to direct. and determine 1n emergent 
Caſes. / FP. 
And we may imagine that. the-'fuſt 
motive hereunto was a mature dehlibera- 
tion of . the natural importance.” and de- 
Gen of Religion it ſelf; which way clear- 


' ly ſeen to bind men:to a Solemn & Re- 


ular . Worſhip of the Deity... Now'-this 

orſhip (they ſaw) could neither be 
Regular nor Solemn, if there were not 
ſelect perſons to make it (o; for things 
ceaſe to be both , when- they become 
Common; and they muſt needs become 
Common, when vulgarly mixt andtranf- 
acted with profane, that is, Common 
Utenſils. And what is not the leaſt con- 
lidexable, thoſe<hings are in great like- 


» lihood not to be done at all, or with no 


C2 juſt 


race tee: yg 


propagite,” inſtrudt, -and excecure the 

fame: then the like muft be granted-to 

Religion, or ele we'maſt think-ir-to je ;» 
O 
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of les worth and moment than Secular 
Profeſſions, and that els is required to 
make - a man Religious, than a Pin- 
maker, and to give him a competent 
knowledge of the things of God, than 
of making of a Horſe-jhove. 

Nor doth it here amount to any va- 
luable Objedtion, that the. common 
right and intereſt, which every one 
hath in Religion, is ſufficient to entitle 
them to the publick officiating the So- 
lemn Rites thereof z for by the ſamerea- 
ſon every one might gird on the Sword 
of Juſtice, and become a Publick Mini- 
ſter of the Laws, on pretence-of the 
Common Intereſt which he hath rhere- 
in: the conſequences of which Hjp- 
theſis are fo abſurd and monſtrous, that 
they carry with them their own'confu- 
tation. 

But that which we may preſume to 
have been ing in this concern, 
was the Conlideration of the Commion 
Nature of Mankind ; which being fa: 
gone m corruptions, 1s utterly unfit for , 
and unprovided - that Sandiry which 

3 


Is 
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is required in Religious Addrefles: uþ- 
on which conſideration it was deem'd 
not only ſafe and agreeable, but alſo ne- 
ceſlary for this faln condition of men, that 
out of themſelves ſome perſons ſhould 
be choſen, and by Holy Ceremonies ſet 
apart,” and as 1t were placed in a middle 
Station between God and the people, 
on purpoſe to preſent God with the 
Peoples Petitions, and to bring down 
his bicſſings upon them. And though 
the beſtowing of Gods Bleſlings depends 
upon his own free a&, and that the ac- 
ceptance of ſuch Petitions as are made 
by ſuch perſons in behalf of the people, is 
to be known by ſuch teſtimonies as God 


is pleaſed to vouchſafe ; yet that there | 


is a neceſlity of ſuch perſons, who by 
Holy, Offices are thus to mediate for the 
people, is a thing God himſelf was plea- 
ſed to illuſtrate by an everlaſting Ex- 
ample, - when he ſent his Son to take our 
Nature, that he might be qualified to 


interceed for that Nature which he had | 
taken, and be fit to make nearer acce(- 


ſes unto that Seat of Mercy, which = 
y 
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by reaſon of our great imperteCtions, 
were unfit to approach. And in this 
ſenſe he is ſtyled, the only Mediator be- 
tween. God and man. 

And I humbly conceive it was with 
reſpe& unto this Conſideration, that at 
the deſigning of Perſons for the Clergy, 
the Greek Church made this Prayer, 
Ktez 5 Ow 5g , Ke. ©O Lord our 
« God, who becauſe mans Nature is not 
&« able of it ſelf to approach the Glori- 
«ous Efſence of thy Godhead, haſt in 
« thy wiſe Providence and Difpenſati- 
* on order'd ns Maſters and Teachers of 
« hike Paſlions with our ſelves; whom 
« thou haſt placed in thy Throne (or in 
< the Mimſtry of thy Kingdom, the Go- 
« ſpel ) cis w> avzptory 0% Ovnzy, Ke. 
<* to offer unto thee a Sacrifice in behalf 
<« of the people,&c. The contexture and 
occaſion of which Oraiſon, I take for 
no incompetent account of appointing 
men for the Clergy. 

But not to enquire too minutely for 
the Reaſons that at firſt might proba- 


" bly induce Mankind to conſtitute pecu- 


C 4 lar 


24 ÞA Modeſt Plee for the Clergy. 
liar perſons for the Service of Religion, 
we ning ora that all hg did 
not follow the ſame Licht. But that ſome 
Nations were hereunto: perſwaded by 
the more durable and regular principle 
Reaſon : Others,by an Univerſal Tra- 
dition, which wall laſt as long as cither 
we. reverence . qur Anceſtors, or think 
not our ſelves wiſer than all that lived 
before us. Others no doubt, imitated 
herem ſome Nation, which they eſteem- 
ed wile, :ſober, diſ-interefled. But 
without any peremptory determination 
of the Motive, we are molt certain of 
the thing, and that-ever ſince the Cre- 
ation a Beit , Religion, and Prieſthoad, 
do as mutually infer each other , as the 
molt natural Relations. 
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CHAP. III. 
Out of what Rank and Condition the Clergy 


were eleded, among the Jews and Pa 


gens © the reſpe# ſhowen then, Ee. 


Aving thus briefly ſurmiſed ſome 

of the more probable inducements 

for the Inſtitution of a Clergy ; we come 
next to examine what manner of perſans 
were uſually made choice of for that 


, Officez and what reſpe&t was given 


them, when they were.-once therewith 
inveſted. And limiting this Remark to 
the Times antecedent to our Saviours 
coming in the fleſh, we know that all Re- 
ligion was then either of Jew or Ger- 
tile. And beginning with the Gentiles, 
we read how the Sons of their Princes 
were educated for the Prieſthood: That 
their Kings did exerciſe this Office : That 
in their Sacrifices there was among the 
Romans a peculiar Office afligned unto 


- the King. And we find that when Ns- 
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ma, to give more Splendour and Credit 
to Religion, eſtabliſhed many forts of 
Prieſts m the City, fearing that in pro- 
ceſs of time the Kings might come to 
neglect their Office about the Sacrifices, 
by reaſon of the weighty affairs of State, 


that might otherwiſe imploy them 3 he | 


ordain'd the Flamens to ſupply the Kings 
place, who bore the names of the ſeve- 
rate Gods, to whom they were conſe- 
crate. And this officiating of their Kings 
wasthouwght ſo neceſlary, that when they 
were baniſh't Rowe, one of the Prieſtly 
Order had the Name of King while he 
was doing his Function, leſt the people 
ſhould ſuſpett any thing to be lacking 


inthe worſhip of the Gods. Thus they | 


preſerved Royalty in Religion , when 
t-was caſt out of the State : and how 
unwelcome foever it became among the 
uncertain people, yet they thought it 
neceſlary to be preſerved in the Prieſt- 
hood,: which was generally ſo highly 


_valued by the” Romans, that it was ac- | 


counted a ſingular honour in their Ge- 
nealogies, that ſome of their Family had 
; been 
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been of the Clergy. And of this Truth we 
meet with a pregnant inſtance in Agrip- 
pa, who writing to Caiws Ceſar, and 
{peaking of the Honour of his own De- 

cent, hetold the Emperor, that ſome of 
his Anceſtors had not only been Kings, 
but alſo admitted to the Prieſthood. "We 


find likewiſe that that ſort of Prieſts a- 


mong the Romans, called Anugrrs, were 
choſen -out of the Patricii, who were 
the Nobility of Rome. 

But ſuppoſe the Familics out of which 
the Gentile Clergy were eletted, had 
been as mean as they were certainly 0- 
therwiſe, yet to thoſe who were once 
received unto that Province, they were 
carcful to pay an eſteem and reverence 
ſuitable to the Sacredneſs of their im- 
ployment; and to inſtatc them with ſuch 
Immunities as teſtified they © thought 
them not fit to be treated as the Valews. 
Rationally concluding, That thoſe ” ak 
they made choice of for the Service of Reli- 
gion, were to be raiſed above the com- 
mon condition of men, and to bc- ticed 


" from the Cares and Incumbrances of the 


Warzld. 
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World. And it will not be here g 


Veſtments of the Heathen Prieſts atteſted 
.cheir Separation from the Yz/rty of the 
Many + and, That the Ring, Staff and 
Mitre, which were the of ther 
Office, were alſo known Symbols of Au- 
-thority and Honour, And yet in further 
teſtimony of the reſpect the Gentiles 
bore their Prieſts, there was none, no 
not in time of War, that durſt offer them 
the leaſt violence or abuſe. Infomuch 
that it was gone jnto a proverbial phraſe 
for a barbarous and unnatural War, 


that it ſpared not the Prieſts, but vio- | 


lated thoſe very perſons that carried the 
Holy Fire betore the Army. Tacitns 
ſomewhere {peaking of the Prieſts, tells 
us, that they were not moleſted with 
the ſniffling Scorns of vitious and ill- 
bred perſons, but by certain Canons and 
Laws were ſecured from all oxtrage and 


ahpeſped 


And if any thing be yer needful for | 


a farther illuſtration of the Gentiles car- 


riage in this matter, it is ſumm'd up by |* 


Cicero 


mapertinent to-obſerve, that the white ; * 
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Cicero im the Cafe of the Roman Aw- 


» ers: © The right of the Avgrrs, faith he, 


« zoyn'd with Authority, is the moſtex- 
« cellent in the Commonwealth. And 
« this E ſay, not becauſe T my ſelf aan 
* Argur, bur becauſe it is juſt and nece(s 
« fary fo to ſpeak. For if we enquire for 
*their Authority, what can be'preater 
*than to convene and difloive the pub- 
*lick Aflembhes, and appoint the So- 
*[emniticsof Religion! What moremmag- 
*nificent than to have power to decree 
*when the Conſuls are fit or unfit ' ro 
*hold the Magiſtracy ! What can be 


 < more religious than to- give Inſtitures 


© to the people! And yet Cicero exprefly 
affirms all theſe things to have beer in 
the er of the Avgrrs, Lib. 2. de 
Legib. 

Nor are we to look upon the Romans 
to have affefted Sin uy m this par- 
ticular; for we find the Perſians, Egy- 


' ptians, and the great Lights of the Gen- 


tile World, the Athenrany, to have e- 
quall'd, or rather ſurpab'#the Romans, 


" 1n the veneration of their Prieſts, whom 


they 
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they made the” Guides and Counſellors 
of their Kings, and Judges and Dividers 
in Secular Afﬀeairs. It were eafie to be 
numerous in Examples to this purpoſe, 
and by an Induction of all the Nations 
in the World to prove this Reverence of 
the Clergy, whom we read in many Na- 
tions to have lived apart from other 
men, and to have had their Adzta, or 
Secret Places, as well as their Gods : the 
ſolitary Groves where they abode, (ig- 
nalizing the ſeparateneſs of their Fun- 

n. 

But if all this ſhould be charged upon 
the Ignorance and Superſtition of the 
Heathen World, and therefore no more 
fit to be imitated than their Polztheiſm 
and [dolatry; It will then import us in 
the next place to conſider, what in this 
caſe was the practice of the Jews, Gods 
own People, whom we cannot ſuſpect 
of yp—_—_ or Impoſture, being here- 
in plainly guided and inſtrufted of God, 
And firſt it is obſervable that among the 
Jews, the d tion of perſons for the 
Guidance of Religion, was much more 


_— - 


ancient | 
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ancient than a Levitical - ar be- 
ing practiſed by them from the Begin- 
| —_ For when Facailics made Churches 
as well as Kinedoms, to be a Prieſt of 
the Moſt High God, or to- officiate the 
Matters of Religion was the - Hereditary 
Honour, and Peculiar Prerogative of the 
Firſt-born, 'or Chief of the Family. For 
the ſelling of which Priviledge Eſa pur- 
chaſed the odious Title of Profane. And 
when the Jews were bleſſed with a ſettled 
Prieſthood, they paid: it all imaginable» 
reſpe& : beginning and determining all” 
their publick Tranſa@ions at the Word: 
and Decree of their Prieſts, making the 
Honour of that Office, the Strength of , 
their Authority, and the Cauſe of their 
Arms, calling it a Celeſtial Dignity, a 
Heavenly and no Earthly Inheritance. 
And the Teſtimonies of - what I now 
ſpeak, are ſo many and known, that 
both the number and plainneſs will ex- 
cuſe the proſecution. 
| + Nor werethe ancient Jews more care- 
| ful in their reſpect, than in the choiceof 
their Prieſts; for we read in the Sacred 
| Story 


32, A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 

Story of one of their Kings, that it way 
reckon'd' m him for a great fin, that he ' . 
made Prieſts of the loweſt of the people, | 
Which were not of the Sons of Levi. He 
conſecrated: whoſoever had a - mind, | © 
without bearing any reſpect either to 
Probity of Manners, or Honeſty of De-} 
ſoent :- and- that paſſing by the Line of} 
Lew, he' took thoſe who' had neither| 
Right nor'TFitle to the Prieſthood. And} t! 
what was yet more wicked, ſome are of 
opinion that he-was guilry of what the tl 
Canon Law'now calls Simony, by ſelling] R 


the: ' of the Prieft to thoſe who} 1 
wonld give'moſtfor them. 4 " 
a 


And having thus briefly intimated 
the practice th the ancient Jew and} 1 
Gentile, in relation to their Choice and} mM 
Reverence of their Clergy, If we ſhould} tt 
now draw down the" Enquity to the} E 
modern and preſent State of the World; 
Wwe ſhall' find no Nation fo ſavage and 
uncivilized, as not to have ſome Oft- 
cers of Religion, whom they treat with | 
Civility, and make confiderable in the | 

of their State and Goventiens ; « 0 

e| 


| 
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as} The preſent Fews and Mahumedans would 
ve | , furniſh us with Store of Matter to this 
| urpoſe, if it were not already (in two 

7 Treatiſcs concerning them) done to 
our hands. 

Now, what has been ſaid will enforce 
us to one of theſe Concluſions, Either 
that the Ritcs of Chriſtian Religion are 
more cheap, ordinary and common than 
thoſe of the Jews and Pagans, Or thoſe 
Separate Perſons appointed to. celebrate 
thoſe Rites -mult _ our: Elteem and 
Reverence. :To ſay that Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is not-the moſt Divine Myſtery 
* that ever came into the Warld,- and that 

all the parts thereof are in. themſelves 
the moſt excellent and ſublime, and to 
men the moſt beneficial and agreeable, 
that ever - were made known - upon 
Earth; is as; falſe as its greateſt Adver- 
ſary, the Father of Lycs. And not to 
render due regArd unto thoſe who are 
known to be the true Miniſters of Chri- 
| ſtian Religion, 4s either to think them 
{ leſs worthy than the Pagans thought 
| 
. 
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. the Miniſters of their 1dolatrous Cere- 
D \ monies ; 


It 
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monies; or to ſhow our ſelves leſs Civil, 
than the greateſt Barbarians. 


i 


EET - 


CHAP. IV. 


A brief account of the Inſtitution of the Le- 
vitical Clergy. 


* ms is nothing more material in 
the Circumſtances of Religion, 
than that men ſhould be aſcertain'd that 
their Spiritual Guides have their Com- 
miſſion and Calling from God : becauſe 
a doubting thereof muſt unavoidably 
prove no ſmall prejadice to their Au- 
thority and Succeſs. And upon this Con- 
ſidefration it will be neceflary to enquire 
mto the firſt Inſtrtution of the Clergy, 
to the end that if we it to be no} ty 
le Divine, than we found i to be} L 
Rational, the Sacred Honour of its O-} P, 
iginal might be ſufficrent to juſtifie and | P! 

aflere it againſt all contempt. 
And looking back to the hſt —_— *Nc 

ations | 
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ations of Religion, we find the Prieſt- 
hood to have been ambulatory,. and the 
Holy Offices conſign'd to the Firſt-born, 
or Chief of ck Family. For the Prieſt- 

hood did not begin in Aaron, but was 
tranſlated and rr'd upon. his Fami- 
ly before his Conſecration. For thoſe 
young men of the Children of Iſrael, 
which offered Burnt-offerings, and fa- 
crificed Peace-offerings of Gn unto 
the Lord ( Exod. 24. 5.) as they were 
Prieſts, ſo without ion they were 
no other than the Firſi-born ro whom 
the Prieſthood did belong. But as ſoon 
as God began to conſtitute a Church, he 
began alſo to fix the Prieſthood, and 
appointed Aarox to miniſter the Publick 
Services. And during the Levitical Diſ- 
ſation the Succeſhon of the Prieſt- 
was continued in Aaron's Poſteri- 


| ty, and the High-Prieſthood tied to the 


_ of his any Ty the reſt of his 
olterity being fimply termed Prieſts, or 
Prieſts of prin Order. 

Now, what is here chiefly to be taken 


* notice of, is Aarons Call to the Prieſt- 


D 2 hood, 


36 A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 
hood, which we are afſured was from | + 
God. So that neither Aaron did at firſt, , + / 
nor any after him could legally, take | { 
this Hunour to himſelf: Burt all were } t 
called of God. And this Truth we find | 
miraculonſly atteſted m the ſaddain and | 

pf 

c 


fearful deſtruction of thoſe who under- 
valued the Prieſts,and fadhiouſly ufurp'd 
their Office. 'Tis true Aaron's Prieſthood | 1: 
was but temporary, and at the appoin. | 7 
red | Seaſon to expire and determine; | tt 
ob as long as it did continue, it was} 1 
awfal for none but thoſe of his Line to 
undertake it : Becauſe God had fo or-?, 
dain'd. And this Divine Ordinance off tc 
the Prieſthood was ſuch an inviolablet L 
obfervation, that even Chriſt, when hel 
came to give himſelf an Offering and a} © 
Sacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling $x-} ©C 
vour, and by the Oblation of his own} P 
Pody made an atonement for our Sins:} fi 
when Chriſt, I ſay, became an Aaroni-| T1 
cal Prieſt, and put an end to that font} ©! 
of Prieſthood : when he alſo becamea! 8: 
Pricſt according to the Order of Mel-\ as 
kizedetk , which laſts for ever; both, © 
were 


| 
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n | . were by Divine Appointment. As the 
t, , + Author of the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews di- 
e 5 ſtintly argues out of the Second, and 
e | the ad and tenth Pſelm. Bat 
4d | here it is worthy our remark, that Jcſus 


4d | was anointed with the Undtion of 
r- | Aaron to the Sacerdotal Office, and not 
d called after the Order of Aaron: for it 
d | is evident that our Lord ſprang out of 
n- | Judab, of which Tribe Moſes ſpake no- 
2; | thing concerning Prieſthood, (* Heb. 7. 
as - 14.) or, that no Prieſt (ſhould come of 
to} that Tribe. But Jeſus was made a Pricft 
r-t - after a more ancient Order, according, 
off to the Prediction of the Pſalmiſt, Tle 
let Lord hath ſworn and will not repent, Thou 
het art a Prieſt for ever after the Order of Mel- 
la} chizedeck, But though he were of another 
2-1 Order, yet whatſoever Aaron did as a 
ynt Prieſt, was wholly Typical, ard to be 
1:4 fulfilled in the Meſſ;as, as he was a Prictt. 
1-1 To which he had a double Title, the 
"t] one of Primogeniture, as the Fiiſt-be- 
ez) gottcn of God ; the other of Union, 
l-} as being anointed unto that Offi-e. 

xth,* Now, it Chriſt did not gloritie him- 
ere D 3 {clL 
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ſelf to become an High-Prieſt ; if as Man, 
he did not advance himſelf to that Dig. 
nity , but was thereunto advanced by 
God ; then is the Prieſthood an Office to 
whoſe undertaking more is required 
than perſonal Abyitics, and which none 
of right can undertake, but either by 
Gods immediate or mediate Call. For 
though the meetneſs of the Perſon ought 
to be looked upon by men, yet we can- 
not preſcribe unto God, or tell him 
who are fit to be heard by him in be- 
half of the people, or whom he ought 
to entertain in Religious Addrefſles. 
Nor are we able to yield a reaſon from 
the nature of the thing, why God ſhould 
accept of Aaron more than of Abrram, 
or' the mediation of any one man for 
many, except the free pleaſure of him 
that makes the choice. © But to return: 
If the more-ſolemn Inſtitution of the 
Clergy bear date only from the Confe- 
cration of Aaron, yet it plainly appears 
to be Divine, or of Gods own appoint- 
ment 3 and during the time of the Mo- 
faical Oeconomy, was fo Sacred and In- 

violable, 
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violable, that none could invade it un- 
ig. , + der a gentler Penance than Sudden death, 
by | ora Leproſie. And _ before this too, 
tal Fmean before the ing of the Ta- 
ed} bernacle or Temple, and Inſtitution of 
Prieſthood, when God was ſerved with- 
by } in Private Walls, and the right of Pricſt- 
hood in every Family was annexcd ro 
ht the Primogeniture , ſo that the Firlt- 
n-l born was Prieſt : we read but of one, 
contrary to cuſtom, who aſpired unto 
it, whoſe ambition therem would have 
hr been utterly inexcuſable, if the whole 
» F diſpoſal of the matter had not been from 
*_ F God, who loved Jacob, but hated Eſax, 
141 and made the Elder to ſerve the Youn- 
ger, Rome. 9. 12, 13. But though the Le- 
vitick or Aaronical Prieſthood was of 
Divine Inſtitution, yet being wholly 
1 _— and conſequently to determine, 
het and becauſe it is already paſt and l 
6.4 vve are next to enquire into the Nature 
and Conſtitution of that Clergy vvhich 
t- | ſucceeded It. 


- D 4 CHAP. 
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| 1h 
CHAP.V. I; 

I 

Of tte Inſtitution of the Evangelical F $ 


ere y. 


Hen the Great Fulfiller of the } + 

Lavv, (even the blefied Author 

of our moſt Holy Faith) in a moſt excel-} ;x 
lent manner mide good that Titlez and | *'7 
being dravving to the laſt Stage of his} #7 
life, and together vvith it to put a full 
end to the Moſaick Diſpenſation, and a- 
boliſh both the Sacrifice and Prieſthood 4g* | 
in that of himſelf : When (vvithourt a 
Figure ) the immutable Clergy of the 
Goſpel vvas to ſucceed into the mutable 
Clergy of the Law : 'he called thoſe- A- 
poltles, of vvhom at firſt he made choice, 
and gave them Power to erect and con- 
ſtiture a Church, and to tranſmit (uch 
Povvers unto others as vvere proper for 
the continuance and propagation of the 

_ ſame. Novv, the aon vvhich 
Chriſt gave to the Apoſtles to ny . 
them 


= my 
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them to this end, is the chief thing to 


be conſidered ; and vve meet vvith it at 
large, as it vvas ſigned by our Saviour 
immediately upon his Aſcenſion , in 
S. Matth. 28. 


18, All power js given unto me in Hea- 
ven and Earth. 

19. Go ye therefore and teach ( or, 
make) all Nations ( Diſciples, baptizing 


them in the name of the Father, and of 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

20. Teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you : and 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 


of the World. 
In vvhich vvords Chriſt firſt aferes 


and declares his ovvn Commiſſion ; 
ſhovving his Apoſtles that vvhat he did, 
vvas not the reſult of his ovvn private 
judgement, but the exerciſe of that Au- 
thority vvhich vvas given him of his 
Father : vvho had conſign'd unto him a 
full Povver of ordering and diſpoſing 
vyhatſoever” belong'd to the Church, of 
vvhich 
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yvhich he vvas made the Prince and 
Head upon his rifing from the Grave 
and by vertue of that relation ſtood ob- 
liged to provide for the preſervation and 
encreaſe thereof. But hovv this ſhould 
be done, 1s the doubt to be ſatisfied, 
For Chriſt in his ovvn Perſon could not 
make this proviſion for the Church, be- 
cauſe as to his humane Nature he vvas 
ſhortly to remove to Heaven, and there 
to abide until his- coming to judge the 
quick and dead. Novv vvhatever a man 
cannot do in his ovvn perſon, muſt be 
done by deputation, if it be done at all. 
And therefore Chriſt by his Aſcenſion 
being become uncapable in his ovynPer- 
ſon to take this care of the Church, he 
deputed his Apoſtles thereunto, appoint- 
ing them in his Name and Stead to per- 
form all thoſe Offices, vvhich vvere re- 
quired to the Eſtabliſhing and Advance- 
. ment of the Goſpel. Giving them alfo 
povver to depute others to ſucceed them 
inthe ſame Care, and to deliver dovvn 
the fame Povver, ſucceſtively to the end 
of the World. And to the end that the 
Clergy 
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Clergy might not be thought to | 
in the Perſons of the Apoſtles, nth | 


to have died vvithout Succeffors in the 
Miniſtry,Chriſt promiſed upon his Depar- 
ture, to be with them nnto the End of the 
World. Which vvords vve vvilltake for 
granted to have been ſpoken to the A- 
poltles as they vvere the Clergy, or Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel : and that they vvere 
not limited excluſively to their Perſons, 
but in them did belong to the vvhole 
ſucceſſion ofthe Clergy. For hovvever 
the Apoſtles might be vvith Chriſt, he 
could not be perſonally vvith them, fo 
much asunto their death, much leſs unto 
the end of the World, being © — 
upon the ſpeech of theſe vvords, to al- 
cend up into Heaven; vvhereof they 
themſelves vvere QOndeniable Witneſ- 


It is likevviſe duly to be conſidered : 
That Chriſt by hispromilſe (1o, Iamvvith 
ou alvvay, even unto the End of the 
orld] intended ſome benefits to the 
Church, vvhich ſhould be ofno leſs con- 


* tinuance than the Church itſelf, and that 


the 


+. 4 Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 


the Apoſtles vvereeo be the firſt diſpen-* 
ſers of thoſe benefits. And ifit be de- ; E 


manded vvhat theſe benefits vvere? it 
may (from the Text) be ſafely replied 
that they vvere the ſeveral functions of 
the Clergy, to vvhich the Apoſtles vvere 
Commiſhon'd ; viz. Preaching, Baptiſm; 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament of 
Chriſts Body and Blood, the exerciſe of 
the Cenſures, ec. All vvhich vvere to 
end vvith the Apoſtles,or they vvere not : 
If they vvere to end vvith the Apo- 
{tles, then has the Church ever ſince the 
death ofthe Apoſtles been vvithout theſe 
Ofhces, vvhich amounts to no leſs than 
that there has beenno Church ſince their 
Deceaſe. Or, if they vvere not to end 
vvith theApoſtles,but have alvvaysbeen, 
-and are ſtill to be exerciſed, unto the end 
of the World ; then it cannot be denied 
but there ever have been, and ever muſt 
be fit Perſons, vvho like the Apoſtles 
muſt have a juſt power to diſpenſe theſe 
Benefits, or exerciſe theſe Offices. For 
no leſs can be conceived to have been in- 
tended by Chriſt in his promiſe of being 

with 

4 


——— — 


w 


en- 


A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. . 45 
with the Apoſtles alway, Even unto the 


de» '» End of the World. And we (hall haveno 


It 
ed 
of 
re 
mz 


temptation to ſuſpect this Interpretation 
of the Promiſe, when we ſhall conſider, 
firſt, that by the Exdof the World, * That 
Late of affairs is to be under{tood, which 
began exattly at Chriſts Reſurrection 5 
*when all power was given himin Heaven 
*and Earth; which was to continue tothe 
*ndof theWorld, or his coming to Judg- 
*ment. Next, that the promiſe made unto 
the Apoſtles had refpe&t unto this State: 
and therefore the Benefits promiſed, 
namely, Preaching, Baptiſm, &c. wereto ' 
endure unto the full determination .of 
the ſame. 

Thirdly, That ſeeing Chriſt could not 
poſibly be with the Apoſtles perfopauys 
nor they upon Earth, ntothe End of t 
World: There muſt beſomeother way 
to verifie -Chriſts preſence with the A- 
poſtles, and their beingin the World un- 
tothe End thereofly, both which ſcem to 
be implyed in the Pext. As to Chriſts 
preſence with the Apoſtles, it 1s. unani- 
mouſly concluded of the Vicaria preſentia 

Spiritus, 
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Spiritus, in Tertullians phraſe, or of mak-« 
ing the Holy Ghoſt his Vicar, in ſending 
him to be with the Apoſtles upon his 
aſenfion into Heaven. Which miſſion 
of the Spirit cannot be meant of that 
that hapned at Pemntecoft, when he fate 
npon them inbodily appearance, and in- 
fpired them with ſuch extraordinary gifts 
- _ _—_ for Me of times of 
pel : ſuch as the g; tongues 
to inable them to Preach to all Nations 
mr their own La e, and of other 
Miracles, to confirm truth of their 
Do@rm, and to move men to beheveit. 
For if the promiſe of Chriſts being alway 
with the Apoſtles, were to be under- 
ſtood of this mifizon of the Spirit upon 
them, then it would follow, that Chriſt 
were ſtill to be thus prefent with the 
Church, and that extraordinary gifts did 
fill continue, or that he who promiſed, 
were not faithful. And therefore it 'ts 
; that we wr Chriſ _—_ 

ing with the Apoſtles, of his givin 
the Holy Fm Ls che with 


Powers, not only in their own Perſons 
to 
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to plant and govern the Church, and ro 
rform all the Offices of the Clergy re- 

y= thereunto ; but alfo to ordain o- 

thers unto the fame FunGtions, and to 

give them Authority to do the like Unto 
the End of the World. So that by this 

promiſe made of his preſence with the A- 

poſtles, Chriſt provided for a fucceflive 

Clergy, in whom the Apoſtles were to 

continue, or the Ordinary Miniſtry be 

preſerved, unto the Conſummation of 
all things. 
And we have no reafon to be jealous 

_ of this ſenſe ofour Saviours Wordswhen 

* we find it univerſally agreed upon, that 

one great end of ſending the Holy Ghoſt 

ro a Church, was the fon ing & ſet» 
tmg apart of Perſons for the ork of the 

and to convey a ſtanding Autho- 
rity of Ordinationof meet perſons ro me- 
diate between God and the people: to 
pray for and bleſs them in the Name of 

_—_ to help therr Infirnnties by _ 

for them a Litwrgy accordi 

tern of the Apoſtles, of oſe 


. ike feveral —_ do yet remain. 


And 
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And the Holy Ghoſt doth (till impower 
the Church to Ordain and Conlecrate 
Petſons for the Miniſterial Office, for the 
Edifying of the Body of Chriſt. Who 
when ordain'd, are bound to take heed 
to themſelves and unto all the Flock, 6- 
yer which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
them Overſeers, to feed the Church of 
God. 


CC — 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the Spirits Agency in reſpe& of the Cler- | 


2), 


that the true ſenſe of Chriſts pro- 

iſe, Inbeing with the Apoſtles, doth re- 
ſpe&t that Authority that the Holy Ghoſt 
ve them,for appointing a ſettled Mini- 
_ in the Church, while militant upon 
Earth: In ſubſerviency to our preſent 
eit may not be unuſeful to fx. 

hat among all thoſe Offices which the 
Holy Ghoſt performs for the Church, | 
there is none wherein he ſeems to be 
more 


voy endeavour'd to demonſtrate 
m 
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Cler- | 
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+ Which they received not only to gift, 
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mote intereſſed, or to have a greater a- 


« gency, than in the qualifying and ſepara- 
Gon of Perſons for the Pri 


ood. Which 
work indeed is ſo peculiar to the Spirit, 
and (6 neceſlary for this purpoſe, that e- 
ven the Great Paſtor and Biſhop of Souls 
became not a Preacher of his own Go- 
ſpel, till he was thereunto Anointed and 
nſecrated by the Holy Ghoſt. Lake 
4.18. And when the ſameGreat Biſhop 
Ordain'd his Apoſtles, it was accordi 
tothe tenor of his own Ordination; w 
my Father ſent me, ſo jend I you; and to 
ſhew wherein the Similitude conliſted, 
he breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive 
Je the HolyGhoſt, John 20. 21, 22. Which 
clearly implies, that as at his Miſſion 
from his Father to his Office, he was A- 
nointed, or Conſccrated by the Holy 
Ghoſt, which vitibly deſcended upon 
him at his Baptiſm, when he entered up- 
on his Miniſtry : $S» when the Apoſtles 
had their Miſhon from Chriſt, and were 
to enter upon their Miniſtry, they alſo 
were Conlecrated by the Holy Ghoſt. 


and * 


%© 
and mable their Perſons, but alſo to im- 


Cn eek the tor ane of rhe 


whe 
t0 all the Offices 'of the Clergy, the A 


'on their Execution, but were bid wr 

at Hiers till chey ſhould receive ſi 
Miracu ifrs, x4 the vifible deſcent 
of the Spirit, as ſhould render their en- 
trance upon the Miniſtry 'more ſolemn 
'and remarkable, and their P—_ 
'thereof more efficacious and convinci 
Thatmen ſeeing the Wonders done byt 
Apoſtles, 
fion to doubt of the truth'of their Do 
Qrine, or their Authority'to'Preach'ir. 


the Apoſtles for 'the 'Cl bu 
in their Authorizing Ee ſo for- 
watd:; the'work 'is {till aſcribed to the 
Holy Ghoſt. As tothe Apoſtles the mat- 

tet 
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Receine 
] which ada inſtate 


"Tis'true, afterthey had thus cen 
Holy Ghoſt, and were Commiſſion'd 


werenot iminediarely to fall up. 
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none might have the ſons 


Bur not only in 'Chriſts m— 


A Madeſs Plea for the Clergy. 51 
im-} ter.jsevidentin the Caſe of Barnabas and 
en» | + Savl, whoſe ſeparation of them to the 
the Miniſtry, is attributed totheSpirit. And 
eres we find the fame verified of regby- 
tate] cers of, the Churches of Aſia, and in Tizeo+ 
thy the Biſhop of Epheſus. Of whom it 
ved} is faid expreſly, The Holy Ghoſt mage 
= _ Overſeers, Ad. TED With, (ac- 
* A cording to ſome)may lignihe two thi 
up} Firſt, = Foartare dl to the Miniſterial 
_ attributed to he loly Ghoſt, as 
to. the Original, by w eſcent 
the Apoſtles, — pas da 
Communicate this Authority, to grve 


> 
em 
eN- 
2mn4* Commiſſions to others, who were to 
ne} ſucceed them in the Dignity and Office 
mg: - of inſtructing and governing the Church. 
the} Secondly, it may fignifie the Aﬀ of De- 
ee} fignation, Election, Nomination to.the 
Do- Miniſtry, which at that time was done 
t. | by the Special Revelation of God, and 
might properly be attributed to the Holy 
AG Ghoſt. And "_ this latter manner 
= Matthias was choſen to ſucceed Judas in 
Tat 
ter 


| his Office; and Sawl and Barnabas for the 
-.- work. AG. 1. 24. AG, 13.2. And if we 
E 2 have 
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have recourſe herein to Chturch Story, 
we ſhall find how that the Apoitles Or- 
dain'd none of their Converts.till they 
were Tryed and Approved by the Holy 
Ghoſt. And that when St. John was re- 
turn'd into Aſa, he ordain'd every where 
ſuch as were (1gnified by the Spirit. And we 
aregencrally told by the Greek Fathers, 
that the primitive Biſhops did not make 
Clergy of their own Heads, but by the or- 
der and command of the Spirit. Which 
being underſtood according to the di- 
ſtinftion now mention'd, leaves no place 
of doubting of the manner or reality of 
the Spirits concernment in ordaining men 
for the Clergy 3 eſpecially when it iscon- 
ſidered, that all the ſorts and degrees of 
Primitive Eccleftaſticks, are aſcribed to 
the Appointment of the Holy Ghoſt, Eph. 
4. 11, 

And we have no ground of ſurmiling 
that the Holy Ghoſt hath quitted his In- 
tereſt in thisgreat Concern ; but rather to 
belicve that he doth ſtill preſide at Holy 
and Regular Ordinations. Which are 
that Ecclefiaſtick Generation, wheteby 

the 
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the Clergy is propagated, the Apoſtles 


+ ſtill farvive, and Chriſt is ſtill preſent 


with them. And we have no reaſon at 
all to doubt but that the Spirit doth as 
Truly, though not ſo YVi{ibly, affiſt at the 
noni Ordering of Miniſters, as he did 
at the ſeparation of Barnabas and Saul: 
and that Chriſtis as really preſent by the 
ſame Spirit, as when he breathed Hime up- 
on the Apoſtles, and thereby gave them 
_—_— for the Work of the Mini- 


And to this purpoſe we are to under- 


| ſtand our own Church, when ſhe bids 


the Perſons to be Ordain'd and Conſecrat- 
ed, Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the Office 
and Work of a Prieſt in the Church of God, 
now committed to thee,by the impoſition of our 
hands, &c. And, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
for the Office and Work of a Biſhop in the 
Church, now committed to thee, by the impoſ(- 
tion of our hands, &c. The Holy Ghoſt 
in both forms is, I doubt not,tobe taken 
in the ſame ſenſe, and imports no more, 
but the conferring of Authority for the 


- Exccution of the Offices there Specified. 


E 3 Which 
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Which Authority being convey'd by 
that we call Orders and: Conſecration, 
- fly expreſſed by the ſame words, which 
were uſed by our Saviour in beſtowi 
the fame power upon' the Apoſtles at his 
——_ of them forth to Preach the 
Goſpel , and gather and conſtitute a 
Church. 


I have not as yer met with any thing 
confiderable relating to the Forms of 
Ordination uſed in the Ancient Church, 
but I ſuppoſe they were all agreeablets 
that out Saviour uſed at the Ordination 
ofthe Apoſtles. But the Form of Ordi- 


nation being only of Ecclefiaſtical Inſti- | * 


ration, the Churches might inoffchſive- 
by vaty therein. In the Greek Church 
the form was to this cffet: © The Divine 
&* Grace, which always heals our Infirmities, 
« and ſupplies our wants, doth create or pro- 
& tote N. the Venerable Deacon to be a Pres- 
« byter, the Prerbyter moſt beloved of Godto 
*be a Biſhop. In the Weſtern Church they 
uſe another Form, wherein they confer 
upon the Presbyter the power of Conſe- 


crating the Elements in the Sacrament of 


the 
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the Holy Eucharift, and of Binding and 
Looking. Our own Church hath a 
| Form liar to her ſelf, yet much 
reſembling the old Greek Form, menti- 
on'd by be. Clear. 1n his Conſtitutions, 
Lib. 8. c. 16. Wherein the power of 
Preaching alſo is confer'd upon the 
Presbyter. And though I am not able 
at preſent to give a full account of all 
the Ancient Forms of Ordination, yet 
it ſufficeth our - purpoſe, that none was 
ever yet met with, wherein the Ori- 
ginal and ſupreme power of Ordaining 
| 1s not attributed to the Holy Ghoſt. 


CH AP. VIL 


Of the incommunicableneſs of the Offices of 
theClergy. 


Hough what has been ſaid ren- 

ders the Holy Ghoſts Intereſt and 
Agency in the Separation of met to the 
| Calling of the Clergy, to be undeniable, 
 _ yet there are (till ſome who opine the 
E 4 Mint- 
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Miniſtery to be a thing of Labevr rather 
than Honor, and to which Abilities, with- 
out Authority, are ſufficient ;' by which 
p_ the Concern of the Spirit mul} 
wholly evacuate, as to yielding any 
orderly power and certain Method of at- 
taining unto the Sacerdotal Office. And 
though the Socinian and: Enthuſiaſt are 
the more known and profeſled Aflertors 
of this Conceit ;, yet itis much to be fear- 


edthat all Contemners of the Clergy are} 


ſowr'd with the ſame leaven. For if they 
were throughly perſwaded of the Di- 
vine Right of the Clergy, and that none 
cantake that Honor unto himſelf, unles 
he be called of God, or by Gods appoint- 
ment 3 this one thing might be Charm e&- 
nough both againſt Contempt and Uſurpa- 
tion of the ſame. And men would ſcarce 
be ſo hardy as to invade or blaſpheme this 
Calling, whenthey ſaw it would involve 
them 1n the guilt of Sacriledge and Irre- 
ligion. But unto thoſe who would lay 
that Holy Funttion Common, which God 
has placed within a Sept, and leave the 
Prieſthood open to all that will enter it, 


with- 


— 


| 
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without further Ceremony, than getting 
up and Ride: to the ſober Conſideration 
of ſuch men, I would humbly recom- 
mend the enſuing particulars; to the 
end they may return to a better 
mind. 

And firſt let them duly confider,how that 
St. Paul ſetting down the Nature of the 
Church, has ſtyled it the Body of Chriſt. 
Where he means not a Similar Body, ſuch 
as Fire, Air and Water, where all the 
parts are alike and perform the ſame Of- 
fice z but a body conſiſting of diverfity 
of Organs for ſeveral Faculties and O- 

rations 3 ſuch a body as 1s not one 
ember but many, knit together with 
Unity and Charity, as with a Band of 

Health. St. Aug. Lib. 1. Cap. 16. De 
Dodr. Chriſtian. The whole four- | 
teenth Chap. of 2 Cor. is inſpired to this 
purpoſe, and deſigned to manifeſt, that 
in the Church of Chriſt, it is as mon- 
ſtrous & impoſlible for all to be Clergy- 
men, or Teachers and Governors, as for 
the body of a man to be all Tongue and 
Eye. And that it is as prepoſterous and 

deſtru- 
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deſtracive for all promiſcuoully to thruſt 


themſelves into the Miniſtry, as for the 
Members of 2 mans body to deſert their 
Nararal Situation, and all ro preſs into 
the ſame place. The ſame Apoſtle has 
likewiſe term'd the Church a Building, 
Epb. 2.21. wherein the Stones have their 
feveraland ſeparate places, all being im- 
nenther in the Foundation, nor 
the Corner ; which ſimilituderelating to 
' the Congregation of Believers, implies t 
were not all to bear the fame , Th 
true, that Chriſtians in general are ſtyled 
a Royal Prieſthood, and a peculiar peo» 
ple, and a choſen Generation, 1 Pet. 2.5. 
9. Yet it isalfo true, that this was af 
firm'd of the Hebrew Nation(Ex.19.6.) 
at the ſame time when God: had among 
them his Levvtes, Prieſts and High-prieſts: 
And RE now no more of 
Vi zand t reno more A 
_ , to make all Chriſtians — 
Prieſts, than it did the Jews : among whom 


the uſurpation of the Prieſthood was pu- | 


miſhed to admiration. But the words of 
St. Peter are a clear infinuation of the ex- 
cellent 
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ft cellent priviledges procured by our Con» 
e ?, verſion to Chriſttanty; and that like 
| the Prieſts under the Law, who ſpent 

all their time m Sactificing, and Religt- 

ous Offices ; fo we ſhould be conſtant 
in the rvice of God in the publick 

Aſſemblies 5 which he requires of us, 

as he did the Sacrifices of the Levitt 
"| cal Prieſts: And ih reſþe@& of that free- 
| dome which true Believers have ob» 
| tain'd from Sin and Satan, and that li- 
| berty whetewith they are inveſted by 

Chriſt : as alſo in regard of that dai- 
ly ſervice they ate to pay him 3 they 
* are ſaid to be Kings and Prieſts unto 
| God, Rev. 1. 6. So that from theſe 
Texts, ſuch as would intitle all to the 
Sacerdotal, may alſo inſtate them with 
the Regal Office. 

But without a Figure z The choice of 

Perſons for the Clergy and the incom- 
munity of that Fun&ion, is ſuch an ex- 
preſs Dodrin of the Scriptare, that it 
may ſeem no leſs ſuperfluous to prove, 
| than it is Sacrilegious to gainlay it. 
- And if we duly weigh the wor Po 
© 
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the firſt Commiſſion, as they occur, Max. 
28. they ſuperſede all further confirma- 
tion of what we now ſpeak. For they (6 
plainly frx the Miniſterial Offices , and 
make them ſuch, appropriate and Autho- 
ritative Acts, as that none but the duly 
order'd can be blamelefs, and undertake 
them. | ; 

But beſides all this, if according to 
ſome mens Fancies, Abilities be all that 
is requiſite to make a Clergy-man ; then 
it is but prudent and reaſonable to make 
due enquiry into thoſe Abilities, and to 


be duly inform'd of their Nature and | 


Reality. Now, what Abilities ſoever 
any man can pretend unto, muſt either 
be Infuſed or Acquired. If men aflume 
unto themſelves the Prieſts Office, meer- 
ly upon the pretence of Infuſed Abilities, 
or - was 2x Gifts; then it is juſt to 
put them upon the proving ſuch pre- 
tences by that fort of Teſtimony which 
was ever requiredin ſych a caſe: And 
to make them ſhew their Extraordinary 
Gifts, by Extraordinary Works: Forit 
theſe pretenders are to be credited upon 
their 


the 


[at, 
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their own bare word, how eaſily will it 


Na- *4 then be forevery bold, facing, confident 


nd 
10- 
ly 
ke 
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; 


Fellow, to rub his Forehead, to pretend 
to Extraordinary Gifts and Abilities, and 
ſocozen the World, bely the Holy Ghoſt, 
(from whom all ſach real Gifts do come) 
and conſequently to deſtroy all Order in 
the Church. 

But if theſe Abilities are acquired, be 
ny never fo excellent, yet they mult 
undergo Tryal and Examination, leſt 
they ſhould be but fancifull and preſum- 
ptuous; and when found in the greateſt 
perfeftion whereof they are capable, yet 
they can of themſelves no more make a 
Clergy-man, than a Judge of Aſizes, or 
any Secular Magiſtrate ; which isa Power 
confer'd upon Abllities. 

The next thing which ought herein 
ſoberly to be conſidered, is the Charge 
undertaken by the Clergy ; which all ac- 
knowledge to be no leſs than the Cure of 
Souls, For we cannot ſuppoſethe great 
Shepherd of the Sheep who loved them 
lo well as to lay down his life for them, 
* would after his departure, leave themto 
wander 
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wander —_— down, without any to 
gmide or thera. But that upon his 
own Neceaſe he committed them to x 
choſen Clergy, at whoſe hands he at laſt 
willexaCtan account of their fouls. And 
this his Care we find inftanced in that 
feri& command he laid upon Peter to 
feed his Sheep and Lambs. Which the 
Apoſtle faithfully executed himſelf, and 
exhorted his fellow Miniſters -to do the 
like, 1 Pet. 5. 1,2. Now if thoſe who 
are {6 forward to take upon them the 
Miniſterial Office, would maturely revolve 
that it-brings with it a Charge of Souls, of 
which eats they muſt giveanaccouny 
this might perhaps.not a Fitrle cool their 
heat : and the due apprehenſion of the 
weightineſs of the burden, would allay 
the preſumption of their Abilities. Nor 
will it leſs deſerve their Conſideration, 
that jf all have a-Right tothe Miniltry, 
then have all a Right ro be majntain'd by 
it, which St. Pan} proves by the Law of 
Moſes, forbidding to muzzle the Ox that 
treads out the | wat by the Law of 


Natural Reaſon, allowing unto the Plow- 
man, 


| 
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man, and Threſher, the hopes of recery- 
ing the dne Fruits of their Labour, 
and Rewards of their Pains: and he 
concludes that upon terms of common 

ity, they who labour for the gun 

others in things Spiritual, ought in 
reaſon to be rewarded and maintain'd 
by thoſe for whom they labour. And 
as the Prieſts under the Law, lived of 
the things of the Temple, and were 
allowed for their attendance upon the 
Altar, a Portion of the Sacrifices which 
there they offer'd; even fo the Lord 
who hath the 'free diſpoſal of all-mens 
Eſtates, hath given an Aſſignment to 
thoſe that Preach the Goſpel, of fo 
much out of their Auditors Subſtance, 
as may decently maintain them. And 
therefore according to the Apoſtles ar- 
gaing, we muſt deal worſe with the 

y, than with our Oxes, Plow-men, 
and 'Threſhers, and violate the Laws of 
God, Nature and Reaſon, if we deny 
them a Right to be maintain'd by the 


| _— to whom we grant a _ 


+ to diſc 


it. And that double 
nor 
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not allotted tothe Elders who labour well þ 
in the Word and Dodtrin, is underſtood G 
by ſome, of Reſpe& and Maintenance, f C 
and by all, of an ample allowance, 1 Tim,| f! 
5.17. And this is an Argument which] t! 
will make men at leaſt fo provident, as} 1 
not toadmit more to be Preachers, than} & 
they are willing and able to maintain | q 
And we muſt own it for alingular piece} 
of bounteous Wiſdom in the Almighty, | t! 
to ſettle a ſubſiſtence for the Clergy, | "1 
that withoutthe Interruption of World-| Þ 
ly Cares they might attend to Read-| tl 
ing, Exhortation and Dod@rin. And when 
God left out Levi in the Diviſion of 4* 1 
the Land, it vvas highly to his ad- 
vantage, for in ſtead of a Twelfth part | 
God appointed him a Tenth, and that | © 
too upon ſuch terms, as made his Por- 
Gn much more conſiderable than any th 
of his Brethrens. And by this allow-F 4 
ance the Prieſts were not only freed | C 
from the diſtratting troubles of the} 
World , but alſo enabled to the obli- | be 
ging Offices of Charity and Almſdeeds | C 
and not only apt to teach, but allo |. 

given 
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ell rom to Hoſpitality, Which are ſtill 
zod F, loudly called for at the hands of the 
| Clergy, even by thoſe who grudge 
them thoſe Revenues, without which 
they will be able to do neither. But 


ich 
as} I leave this, to return to our men of 
an great Abilities; whom I heartily re- 


in | queſt, to imploy their parts in help- 
ing the weaker brethren, by the Me- 
thods of Peace, Submiſhon, and Cha- 
y,| rity: but if nothing will ſerve them 
M but the Offices of the Prieſthood ; and 
d. | that either through Envious FaTion, 
#4 or yang Zeal, they will be __ 
of ,* ing the Hallowed Cenſor and the Ho- 
d- ly Fire, 1 then leave them to the Confi- 
deration of their Anceſtors, Corah and 
Uzziah, for Inſtruction or Afﬀfrightment. 

In the laſt place, I would gladly have 
N thoſe who would have all without 
diſtinftion to perform the Offices of the 
4} Clergy, to conſider the many inconve- 
ie | miencies. which wall naked befall 
j- F both Church and State, Religious and 


Civil Government from ſuch an Eror- 
» mons Principle, 


5\ 
F Firſt, 


66 ' A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 
Firſt, 'As to the Church and Religi- 
on, the liberty of letting men, pre- 
ſumptuous of their Abilities, to take 
upon them to become Teachers, will 
—_ \_— ready way to make even 

eaching it ſelf, which ſome account 
the All of Religion, to become weak 
and Contrmptible 3 by being expoſed 
to all the incongruities, follies, dota 
and impoſtures of the Ignorant and Confi- 
dent, and of the Crafty and Deceitful: 
and make the Scripture it (elf, the founda- 
tion and rule of Religion, hourly liable 
to ſuch freakiſh and wild Expoſitions, 


as will make it moſt unlike it (elf, and \* 


leaſt able to be that for which it was de- 
figned : Even a compleat Rule of Faith 
and Converſation, Truth and Holineſs, 
And that there is more than a poſltbility 
of what I ſpeak, thoſe have ſufficiently 
inform'd us who have expounded Scrj- 
pture out of its Sences, and have ſo Com- 
mented the Laws thereof till they have 
in them no manner of Obligation. Who 


have made the Creation of the World | 


an Allegory , the Redemption of Man 


a 
) 
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a Metaphor, and Heaven and Hell but a 


' « Trope. And if we were to trace all the 


Hereſies from the time of Simon Mages 
down to our own, we ſhall finde them 
to have riſen from making Gods Word 
to ſpeak according to the Intereſt and 
Paſſzon of ſuch men, as had once got into 
their hands the liberty of teaching the 
ple. Men have generally heard of 
Falians contrivance to ruine Chriſtiani 
and that it was a granting all the Seth 
thereof a liberty of Aſſembling when th 
leaſed, and teaching what they woul 
T quiſque nullo vetante Religioni ſue ſervi- 
ret intrepidus, ( Ammianus Marcellinus 
Lib. 22.) to giveevery one, who pleaſed, 
a liberty topromote their own opinions, 
& ſerve the Intereſt of their Se&. Now it 
cannot be hoped that where Religion 
is ſettled in the greateſt Purity and 
Tmuth, it ſhould there continue long in 
that State, if every one without danger 
of pumſhment may fallify and corrupt 
it. And how this will be prevented 
where all that pleaſe may preach, I am 


*not yet able to imagine. 


F 2 And 
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 Andasthis Indiſcrimination of Teach- 
ers will thus expoſe Religion to perpetu- 


al Corruptions; ſo will it have but little f 


better influence upon the peace and ſafe. 
of the State. For when every one 
hath a liberty to Teach what and whom 


hepleaſeth, we may conclude from theſ 


natural Pride of men, they will defire 
to raiſe aSeFand become Head of a Par- 
ty. Over whoſe Conſciences when 
they have once got a competent Power, 
it will not be long till they will have 
both their perſons and fortunes at their 
Devotion. And their Gather'd Churches 


will be ſoon trained into an Army,f 


there being no fitter materials of New 
Troops, - New Proſelytes. Who 
being imployed in the firſt warmth and 
briskneſs of their Zeal, will not ſtick at 
any Attempt .tending to the Advance- 
ment of their Way ; and to the removal 
of whatſoever obſtrutts their defi 

And though the- pretence of all this 


Conſcience and Zeal for the Lord, the Re 


moual of Abuſes, and The publick Welfare 


Yet every Malc-content will help toen 


crea 
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creaſe the Cry, and all the Sons of Am- 
bition , Covetouſneſs, Envy and Re- 
| venge, will empty themſelves into the 
Fadtion, And thoſe who leaſt Care for 
Religiori, will yet make it their pretext 
to ruine that which is Eſtabliſhed, and 
| therewith the State. 'The fad truth of 
which Obſervation dear-bought expert- 
ence doth every where atteſt. 

Now, if this levelling of the Clergy, 
by granting to _ one that liſts leave 
to invade their Office, will inevitably 
prove fatal both to Religion and Go» 
vernment, Churchand State ; it will then 
be the beſt Policy and moſt certain inte- 
reſtto maintain the Prieſthoodin itsprimi- 
tive Eſteem. And (ceing too that the Cal- 
ling of theClergyisof Divine Authority,it 
muſt needs render all pretences of con- 
temning it upon the Account of its Ort- 
ginal, Atheiſtical and Blaſphemous 3 and 
all Uſurpation thereof, Sacrilegious and 
Profane. ; 

And having in the antecedent Dil - 
courſe offer'd at ſomething of Apologe- 
- tick in behalf of the Clergy in General, 


9 by 
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by proving the Divine Autkority, and 
ick Eſteem , of their Calling: 


So the ſucceeding Sheets defign a more 


particular Apology for the ent Clere 

of this Church. With may be 
Plainlieſtdone by anſwering the ſpurious, 
and wo Mary the real occaſions and 
grounds of their Contempt. 


CHAP. VIII. 


How the Clergy in all Ages have undergom 
Contempt : The Charadler of their Con- 
temmers, 8c. 


Bro weenquire into the Pretence 
which are commonly brought for 
the Contempt we ſpeak of it will be ex- 
pedient to conſider, that the defpiſing 
of the Clergy has been the unhappy car 
riage of other as well as our own. 
Which is a thing ſo deplorably manifeſt, 
that we need not much inſiſt, either up- 
on its proof or declaration. For if we 


ſoberly conſult the Oracles of God, the ; 
w 


| 


| 
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will yield usundeniable atteſtations, that 
to Contemn the Stewards of — ; 
isa diſcaſe ſo Epidemical in reſpe&t of 
time, that it may ſeem to have been in- 
tailed upon the ſeveral Generations of 
Mankind, as Gehazi's Leprofic was upon 
his Children. For if we begin with E- 
noch, who was but the Seventh from A- 
dam, and the firſt Clergy the Scripture 
mentions, though he was one, whoſe up- 
right Converſation obviated all Excepti- 
ons,as Walking with God and pleaſing him z 
andone who became an Example of Re- 
ligiouſneſs to all Generations: Yet for 
— no. he * - _ wo a _y with 

loquy and hard $ es, an 
bheſic of men who nn" {o nat 
Clergy until the Conſummation: of all 
things. Upon whom God at laſt ſhall 
ſend his Holy Myriads, infinite Armies 
of Angels to take Vengeance. 

Nor did it farebetter herein with No- 
ab, notwithſtanding that he alſo Walked 
with(3od and pleaſed him, and was a pledge 
of the World, and a preacher of Righteonſ- 


* neſs: And fo wanted nothing to recom- 


F 4 mend 
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mend him to the reſpe& and reverence of | b 


his Age. Yet for many years he wasſ6 
far deſpiſed, that none took notice of 
his Sermons, unleſs to deride and pervert 
them. For we read not of any who were 
reclaim'd by his preaching, but that all re- 
main'd/in as much carnal Supineneſs, ob- 
ſtinacy and diſobedience, asif Noah had 
never told them of their imminent danger 
and deſtruction by a deluge ; and by b 
building of an Ark, given them a ſenſible 

tion of what he foretold. For 
they ate and drank, and followed their 
old trade of taking ſtrange Women to 
their Wives, and regarded not till the+ 
Flood came and ſwept them all away. If 
T might here inſert Moſes among the 
Prieſts, becauſe he was ſent from God 
to preach deliverance to Iſrael, we ſhall 
find him every where vilifed and con- 
temn'd. The firſt Eflay of his Meſlage 
was entertain'd with a petulant queſti- 
oning of his Authority 5 Who made thee 
4 Judge over us ? And through the whole 
Sacred Legend of his Life, we find him 


continually oppoſed and ſpoke againlt | * 


by 


% 
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e of | by Conjurers, faFions and gain-ſeying Lea- 
$f *. lots, and the humorſome and mncertain 
' of | altitude. And as to the firſs High- 
rert | Prieſt, the, behaviour of Corah and his 
ere | adherents toward him , is a ſufficient 
re- F teſtimony and illuſtration in this caſe. 
ob. | , Andletting paſs the Ancient Patriarchs, 
ad | who had no part of their life free from 
er | Contumelies and Reproaches; if we look 
is | jnto the times of the Prophets, we may 
ble | learn the Lot of them all, from that of 
'or | Jeremy, who was mock't, jeer'd, and 
cir | droll'd upon, meerly for being a Prophet 
to} of the Lord. But we need not faſten 
he upon Particulars, becauſe wefind by the 
If _ account given of the Prophets 
he | ſufferings, that.they were no leſs than 
od | cruel Mockings & Scourgings, Bands and 
all } Impriſonments, and the molt exquiſite 
n- | kinds of Martyrdomes ; being deſtitute, 
oe | afflicted and tormentcd. 
ti Nor were the Clergy better dealt with 
ee | jn the times of the Goſpel: For in the 
le years of its greateſt efficacy, when the 
m 4 Apoſtles preach'd it with the purelt zeal, 
ſt i nobleſt induſtry, wiſeſt courage, and - 
the 


} 
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the true Evidence and Demonſtration of 
the Spirit, they were traduced for the 
vileſt Offenders, and accounted no better 
than the off-ſcouring & Laughing: 
Catharmats ac Ludibria (as a A 
polegift) of the whole World. We find 
one of them ſtoned to death by thoſe, 
who were not ableto reſiſt the 1 ifedems 
and the Spirit by which he ſpake. At one 
place a Sorcerer, at another a Mechanick, 
and at a third a (et of Reſtleſs Fanatich 
revile St. Paul. At Epheſus the Trades 
men impeach him, in Aſa a ſort of vile 
Apoſtates utterly deny his power; and 
we cannot be 1gnorant, how Reverendly 
the Apoſtle was treated by the Virtuoſ 
at Athens, when they called him (Sper- 
mologns) an empty, idle, talkative fel- 
low. 

Bnt the one example of our Saviour 
ought to ſuperſede all other in this Con- 
eern, who was deſpiſed and rejeted of 
men, and not eſteemed of in the World; 
whoſe kindred faid he was beſide him- 


ſelf, and many ſaid he had a Devil and | 
wasmad : who by ſome was called In- ;* 


chanter, 
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chanter, Sorcerer, and by others Samari- 
tan, Beelzebub,Glutton, Drunkard : And 
to accompliſh their ſlander of his Credit, 
they unjuſtly m_ and molt Cruel- 
ly Crucified his Peron, and put him to 0- 
pen ſhame. And to leave them without 
any colour of reply, they acted all this 
Villany againſt Chriſt, when he was 
preaching the Glorious Goſpel of Salva- 

tion; and therein laying down ſuch rules 
of Life, as were more enlightning of 
the mind, more advancing of humane 
Nature, and more dire&ly tending to 
the Introdution and Settlement of 


" Piety, Juſtice, and Good-will, among 


men, than was contain'd either in the 
Law of Moſes, or the Inſtitutwns of Phi- 
lolophers. 

Now if the Prophets, Apoſtles,and Owr 
Lord himſelf, were vexed and interrupt- 
ed with Rebukes, Revilings, Deſpites, Con- 
tumelies, &c. whileſt they preſled 
the World to believe and praGtife the 
Truth; it is then abundantly clear, that 
the Contempt of the Clergy is no new 


+ Invention, nor to be wonder'd at as the 


Monſter 
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Monſter of the preſent Age; bur that it 


hath ever been the practice of Unreaſon- \, 


«ble men. For there is no place or time 
to be met with, ſince the planting or 
growth of Religion, wherein its Minj- 
fters have not by ſome been contemptu- 
oully intreated. And we have no great 
hopes to meet herein with amendment, 
who live in thoſe latter dayes, in which 
St, Peter, St. Paul, and St. Jude, with one 
mouth aſlure us; that there ſhould not 
only be a departure from the Faith, but 


alſo - and Cruel Mockers, both of. 


the Goſpel and its Miniſters; and a Race 


of Uneodly men who would make the /* 


Goſpel it ſelf matter of Obloguy and 
Shame to thoſe who preach it. Ot which 
ſort were thoſe Miſcreants, who pur $t. 
Pawl upon the Apology : I am not aſha- 
med of the Goſpel o 0 iſt : ſor it is the 
power of God unto Salvation, to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo ta 
the Greek. 
And thercfore the preſent Clergy 
ce 


ought not to repine or murmur to 


themſclves ſo badly dealt with- by the [- 


World, 
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It} World, when they ſhall be ſo far recol- 


Ne 


1, | 


| 


» 


| 


lefted as to conſider, that after the ſame 
manner it hath alſo dealt with the Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, and Chniſt himſelf. And 
it is enough for the Diſciple that he be 
as his Mafter, and the Servant as his 
Lord: If they have called the Maſter 
of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more 
ſhall they call thoſe of his Houſhold? 
The molt that a Diſciple or Servant can 
alpire to, is to come to his Maſters per- 
fection. Whom if the World has reviled 
under the moſt hateful and ignominious 
Titles, it is but Reaſon for his Miniſters 
to expect to be proportionably dealt 
with, 1n their reſpective Orders and Pla- 
ces. And as Chriſt exhorted his firſt 
Clergy not todeſpond or be terrificd by 
any thing ſhould befal them, but on the 
contrary to be Courageousand Undaunt- 
ed in their Miniſtry : So the Regular 
Clergy of our own Church, ought not 
to let their preſent contempt damp 
their Spirits, depreſs their Courage, dil- 
hearten their indultry, or weaken their 


* hands inthe Work of the Lord, For duly 


CON=- 


78 A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 
confidered, this doth altogether oblige 
them to a more ſignal care, that through 
this Cloud of Ignominy and Contem 
their innocency may break forth 2s hy 
Light, and their juſt dealing as the Noon- 
day. And with a greater zeal they 
ſhould now aflert the Sacredneſs and 
Honor of their Calling, againſt the Af- 
fronts and Prejudices of an unpropitious 
and gainſaying World. 

Ts true, the contempt we ſpeak of 
is able ro vie Antiquity with the beſt 
things 3 but the Perſons that now uſe it 
bave no more caule to glory in this An- 
tiquity, than in murder and lying, 
which are no leſs Ancient than the Ola 
Serpent. Nor will they have greater 
Reaſcn to vindicate themſelves upon 
the Quay of their Predeceſlors ; _ 
they thall ſee them to have been perſons 
of Corrupt Judgments ; Falious, Schiſma- 
tical, and Apoifates. Men of the greateſt 
Vices, and baſeſt Intercſts ; , of the worſt 
Principles and moſt ill-govern'd Paſ- 
fions 3 Raſh, Inconfiderate and fooliſh in 


the Things of God. Ragirg Waves of 
the 


oh 
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the Sea, foaming out their own ſhame. 
The reſt of whoſe Charatter may be 
made out of St. Jude 5 one main end of 
whoſe Epiſtle was to acquaint theWorld 
what kind of perſons thoſe are who 
Speak evil of Dignitier, or deal contume- 
houſly with the Clergy. And St. Peter 

king of the ſame _ deſcribes 
the Contemners to be a bold, infolent fort 
of men, 2 Pet. 2. 10, &c. 


em a AAA 


CHAP. IX 


4 Szrvey of the pretences for the Con- 
tempt of the Clergy: Firſt want of Ex- 


ample. 


T x firſtPretence which with great- 
eſt ſpeciouſneſs and plauſibility, is 
brought to adjuſt the contempt of the 
Clergy, is the faultineſs of their carriage. 
For this being once ſurmiſed, we quick- 


p find them refle&ted upon, with a Phy- 


| [tian Cure thy ſelf; pluck the Beam out of 


thine own eze, thou that teacheſt others, 
why 
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why doft thou not teach thy felſ? Thon that 
ff yteren ſhall not hed doſt thou com- 


mit Sacriledge £ Turpe eſt Dofori, $&c. Such 


as theſe are the uſual Topicks whence 


Contempt is poured upon the Clergy in 


|, eſpecially by thoſe who by an 


ncharitable Synecdoche impute unto: 


all the failures of a very few : making the 
whole twelve to be unfaithful, becauſe 
one of them betray'd his Maſter. And 
yet were this accuſation as true, as it 1s 
manifeſtly otherwiſez and, that the 
Clergy were as ill-govern'd men as thoſe 
uſually are who deſpiſe them: Yer thoſe 


who refle&t mens bad examples ( when | 


they may poſlibly happen) to the pre- 
judice of their Calling, ſeem either not 
rightly to ik_ or not duly to 
conſider what that is, which with fo 
much noiſe they make uſe of. 

For if they did cither clearly appre- 
hend, or maturely weigh, the nature and 
importar.ce of Examples, they would 
cgrtainly confels, that the areutterly 
tobe avoided, and the Good ever to be 


made the Rule and m:aſurc 0 
But 


our Adrons, ?. 
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but that the beſt Examples are chiefly to 
be looked upon, as helps and furtheran- 
ces, Spurs and Incentives to well-doing. 
And that when we grow dull and un- 
ative, flat and drowſie in our duties, 
we may rouſe and awaken our ſelves to 


of agreater Vigour and Fervency, by re- 


fleting upon the Zeal and Induſtry of 
others. 'Tis true, Example is a very 
ſhort and plain way of Inltrudtion; but 
it 15 true alſo, that as our ations at the 
laſt ſhall be Exemin'd, Tried, and Sen- 
tenced, ſo they are now to be Direded, 
only by Divine precept. He therefore 
uſtly mcurs the 1mputation of —_— 
n rather than God, who in this caſe 
follows Example and not the Cammand- 
went, Thoſe who upon this account 
aſlault the Clergy with no leſs clamour, 
than I am afraid ill-will; fem not al- 
ways to be men of ſo much juſtice and 
Ingenuity, as to afford that good exam- 
pe, they fo loudly call for. Notwith- 
nding that every one from the Spade 
to the Scepter, are as much obliged to an 
Exemplary Converſation, as thoſe of rhe 
G Pricſt- 
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Prieſthood. For as to the influence of 
Examples it is proportionably the ſame 
inall Ranks of Men, and at the great 
impartial Audit accounts thereof, will 
undoubtedly be exafted without reſpe of 
Perſons ; and the people as ſtrictly reck- 
on'd with asthe Prieſts. The quality of 
Perſons can make no Alteration 1n the 
Nature of things, nor render that a Vice 
or Vertue in one man which 1s none in 
another. And when men of any Rank 
or Condition, high or low, become de- 
feive in that Exemplarineſs of Life, 
which the quality and relation wherein 


they ſtand, require from them; thenl | 


conceive that all thoſe Coals may be 
heap'd upon their heads, which with ſo 
great impetuouſneſs are caſt upon the 
Clergies. 

It will alſo highly import thoſe who 
Contemn the Clergy upon the account 
we now ſpeak of, to be ſoberly caretul 
Icſt by giving too much to their perſon» 
al concernments, they make not the pow- 
erand e<thcacy of Gods Ordinances to de- 


pend upon the Holineſs of thoſe who ?, 


diſpenſe 
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diſpenſe them. And if in ſome meaſure 
, men were not tainted withthis Error,they 
would fix their eyes upon God and his 
Inſtitution, and look upon the Miniſters 
ofhis Word and Sacraments, &c: as the 
Greek Church did (in the Euchologue 
already mention'd : ) wherein ſhe praiſ- 
eth God, thatof his infinite Condeſcenfi- 
on he hath given them Maſters and 
Teachers, not only of the ſame Nature 
and like infirmities with themſelves, but 
alſo of like guilt and under the fame 
Condemnation. And we have no ſmall 
| obligation to be truly thankful to the 
{ hty, that he hath placed in the 
| Miniſtry of the Glorious Goſpel, ſuch to 
offer Spiritual Oblations and Sacrifices 
in behalf of the people, as have a (enſe 
of their Infirmities; and who in them- 
ſelves know the burden and ſubtilty of 
ſin. To whom our Acceſs might be the 
more free and ecafie, and whom we are 
to value according to their Office and 
Imployment. For who is Par, or who 
| | is Apddlos, but Miniſters by whom we 

' believe ? Even as God gave to every 
| WG man. 


- 
Ge 
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man. Paul may plant, and Apollos Wa. 
ter : but neither 1s he that planteth any 
ing, neither he that waterethz but 
God that giveth the Encreaſe. If the elo- 
quent Apollos,or learned Paul,live the ho- 
ly leſſons they teach, it is their Crown & 
raiſe ; and likewiſe of great moment to 
the people, who out of weakneſs and 
infirmity, are hardly brought to believe 
the truth of that Do&rin, which is not 
atteſted by the Example and Pradtice 
of thoſe who preach it. But till the 
water is the ſame, and as full of coolin 
and refreſhment, - whether the Pipe be 


Lead or Gold that conveys it. The | 


Jewel ſuffers no diminution in. its real 
worth or value, becauſe itis lodged in a 
wooden Casket. And the Goſpel of 
Chriſt is ſtill the power of God unto 
Salvation to every one that believeth, 
though never fo = unworthineſs 
attend their Peifons who declare 
it. 

It farcs with Chriſts Embaſſadors, as 
with thoſe of Earthly Princes, whoſe de- 


portment, though it ſink below their | 


Chas 


SEDOEFSSPOFRSSASROPP AS ESR 


SS == 
& 


LAS 9. . id 4 ” 2 = oO WW WENg WOW 0 TY esT =-X_T cc... 


| 


A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 8s 
Character; yet that doth no way evacu- 


ate the power of their Commiſtion; or 
| render ineffeftual what according to 


their Maſters Order they tranſa& in his 
Name. And that this is the plain Caſe of 
the Clergy, we may learn from the Bleſs- 
ed Author of Chriſtianity, in Mat. 23. 2, 
2. And if God, whoſe ways are paſt 
finding out, ſhould ſet over us as Bad 
Guides as thoſe our Saviour there ſpeaks 
of ; men who live not at all according 
to their own Preſcriptions : yet wg are to 
reſpect their Office and DodGrin, and not 


. their AJions and Manners; to obſerve 
' and do whatthey teach, but not todoaf- 


ter their works: and to laud and praiſe 
God, that he hath {6 far conſidered the 
frailties of men, and worth of his own Or- 
dinances, asnot to tye the Efficacy there- 
of to anything intheir Diſpenſers, but to 
his own Inſtitution. St. Arexſtin (in 
his Prologue to his Books of Chriſtian 
Dottrin) obſerves, that PM!, though at 
firſt he was inſtrufted by Advice from 


Heaven, vvas aftervvard ſent to a Mar 


, to receive the Sacraments, and to be 


G 3 joyned 
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joyned to the Church: And that though 
an Angel declared the approbation of 
Corneliws's prayers and Alms-deeds ; yet 
he vvasnot to relt there, but to fend to 
Peter, both to receive Baptiſm from him, 
and to be inſtructed what he vvas to be- 
lieve, Hope and Love. It all thingsſhould 
"have been tranſafted b ho hovy 
mean and abject vvould this have ren- 
der'd the Condition ofmen! Or, if God 
ſhould not vouchſafe to ſpeak to Men by 
Men, hovv could that be true, that Man 
1s the Temple of God (1 Cor. 3.) ſeeing Re- 
ſponſes are not given out of that Te 


that all mans inſtruction ſhould mr ;' 


mediately ſound from Heaven ? Charity 
vvhich doth bind men vvith the Bond of 
Unity, and as it vvere mix and blend 
minds together, would have no occaſion 
or opportunity for this excellent work, if 
there were nothing that one man might 
learn of another, but that all were tobe 
dont by. Angels. And the ſame Father 
juſtly makes it a ſingular Ac of Divine 
Wiſdome, to ſend the Eunuch to Philip, 
er appoint men and not Angels to in- 
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ſtrut the Church, to conſtitute Teach- 
ers of our own Paſhons, and to diſpenſe 
this heavenly treaſure out of Earthen 
Veſſels; that the whole excellency of 
the power might be of God. © But to 
proceed: Grant that the Clergy were 
as faulty in their Converſation as we are 
willing to repreſent them, yet this may 
move us to refle& upon our ſelves, and 
toconſider, whether it may not be our 
own fault, that our Spiritual Guides are 
fo faulty 5 and that 1fwe arefaln under 
the inconvenience of bad Shepherds, 
whether it is not becauſe we deſerve no 


' better. For when God told [ſrael that 


he would give them Paſtors according to 
hisown mind, who ſhould feed them with 
knowledge and underſtanding, if they 
would ceaſe to be diſobedient Children, 
and turn fram the evil of their ways, 
Jer. 3.13. Heplainly ſhow'd, that the 
way to have faultleſs Teachers, was to 
rm our ſelves; and to endeavour 

to deſerve better at Gods Hand, if in 
this Caſe he deals {tritly with us. How- 
ever we cannot but ſurceaſe to contemn 
G 4 our 
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our Paſtors upon the account of their 
_ failings, unleſs that we are either inno- 
cent our ſelves, or beipg guilty can be 
content to . be deſpiſed upon that 
Score. 

But yet ſeeing that a worſe Uſe is 
made of the Clergies, than of any other 


mens irregularities; and that we are ge- / 


nerally prone to follovvy them in the 
ſteps that are fouleſt : And ſeeing that 
there is a Set of Men who are not onl 

curious to Obſerve, but greedy to fuck 
up the very dregs of their ations; and 
vvho ſtrive to imitate their- Spiritual 


Guides, as the Greeks did their Orators |' 


and Philoſophers, only in their Weak- 
reſſes and Imperfedions : Seeing likevvilſe 
that men are apt to make choice of the 
vvor{t part of the Example, and to take 
more notice of one ſingle miſcarriage, 
'than of a thouſand os actions: And 
vvhat 1s yet more deplorable, ſeeing that 
contrary toall ſobriety & duty,not a fevv 
are forvvard 10 pronm./ the Nakedne(s of 
their Fathers; and contrary to all cquity 
and juſtice, ( asinthe Caſc of Elr'sSons ) 


to 
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ir} to abhor the ſervice of God, for the 
o- \, faults of the Prieſt: After theſe confide- 
be | rations, I cannot be fo blinded vvith 
at -| affeftion to the men I ſpeak of, as nat 
to think 1t their baunden duty to give 
all diligence to ſhovv themſelves pat- 
terns of good works, Incorruptneſs, 
| Gravity, and Sincerity, and to be 
Examples in Word, in Converſation, 
in Charity, in Faith, in Purity. That 
in ſo doing they may both ſave them- 
ſelves, and them that hear them. And 
at the ſame time make thoſe aſham'd, 
| who ſpeak againſt them, as having no 
1 evil to fay of them, or lay to their 
Charge. Ard as for thoſe ( as doubt- 
lels ſome there may be ) who do ©- 
therwiſe, I would ( in the ſenſe and 
Language of the Holy Ghoſt ) rhey 
were even cutoff, But as for mine own 
part, when I ſee him that binds up 
my wounds to be careleſs of his own; 
that he walks in darkneſs, by whoſe 
Candle I am enlightned; or that he 
becomes a Caſt-away, who is the In- 
+ {ſtrument of my Salvation; I will 


pity 
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pity his Condition, and uſe his Mi. 
niſtry as God has appointed : leaving 
him to receive as he deſerves, and to 
ſtand or fall to his own Maſter. For1 
dare not reproach the hand, be it never 
ſo Leprous, by which I am help'd to 
Cleanſing : nor inſult over their wander- 
ings, by whoſe dire&tions I walk aright. 
And though the miſcarriages of my 
Guide be never fo hainous, I ſhall ne- 
ther anſiver nor be puniſhed for them, if 
I have no way contributed to their 
Commiſiton. 


CHAP. Xx. 


A Sarees of the Pretences of the Contempt 
of the ” $0 : Secondly, lence 


Hat has been ſpoken in the Ante- 
cedent Chapter, may both help 
to retifie a common and uſual miſtake 
concerningExamples in general ; andak 
ſo ſuggeſt a little more Sobriety to thoſe 
fy who 


> A _—_ 
- 


- 


— 


*% 


A 


oO nD»b0M PLE PER Fac Qq CTPhP%S SR 


S PT nw a? 


| 


A Modeſt Plea. for the Clergy. 91 
who ſo eagerly ma the Pots 
Cler i 1r- 


| want thereof in the Clergy, to t 
| reparable Diſperagement. uſe it lets 


them ſee how that every tittle of their Ar- 
ment may recoyle upon themſelves. 
how we all ( Ceteris paribws ) are as 
much obliged to an Exemplary Conver- 
ſation, and wanting it are as much to be 
blamed, as thoſe from whom vve fo ri- 
gourouſly exatt it. 

But becauſe we are herein to deal 
vvith men, vvho uſually eſteem all (ecri- 
ous conſideration meer dulneſs and 
drudgery ; it cannot be hop'd that vyhar 


' has been ſpoken ſhould prove much O- 


tive upon them; or, that ifit ſhould 
ppen that the abs be fo 
far moved vvith vvhat has been ſaid, as 
to quit this firſt pretence of their Con- 
tempt 3 yet their great defire to finiſh 
vyhat they have begun, vvill quickly 
furniſh them vvith other Pretences. And 
here it vvill be eafie to ſuppoſe them 
aſſaulting the Credit of the Clergy with 
the old accuſation of Idleneſs. hich I 


, .confels is a vice of ſo debaling a quality, 
rnat 
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- thatit may juſtly lefſen the Reputation of + 
any man who therewith is infected. And 


it is likewiſe (o inconſiſtent with the 
Work (or Office) of the Miniſtry, that 
Iam per{waded thereis none of that Call- 
ing, can thereof be guilty; orat leaſt not 
to that degree, which a Malrgning World 
would render them. 

For. if we may ſuppoſe the preſent 
Clergy tobemen of fo much underſtand- 
ing as to know the Nature of Ileneſs 
and Induſtry: That according to a Pro- 
phet of their own, There is nothing more 
troubleſome to a good mind, than to do 
nothing. © That alemeſs 1s noleſs devoid 
« of comfort than of profit. While both 
< are the incomes of Induſtry. That 
«beſides the furtherance oftheir Eſtate, 
«the mind doth both delight and better 
«jt (elf by Exerciſe, That it fares with 
* moſt as with the man after Gods own 
«heart, whom no temptation durſt aſlail, 
<« while he was taken up with buſineſs of 
«;mportance, and the publick Cares of 
<« State, &c. When this and infinite 
more, becomes the matter of a Clergy- 

mans 
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| mans thoughts (or indeed of any) he 


\ 


cannot but have all Idleneſs and Sloath 
not only under a jealous but a deteſta- 
ble aſpect. | 

And yet its ſordid Nature doth not 
render it fitter for our avoidance than its 
Conſequences; which though to all are 
very pernicious, yet to none more than 
to the Clergy. As may -be collected 


' from thoſe fearful Comminations fo fre- 


quently denounced again(t ſuch Paſtors, 
as through their Idleneſs deſtroy and ſcat- 
ter the Sheep of Gods Paſture. To whom 
the Lord faith exprefly : I will viſit 


'*you for the wickedneſs of your works, 


* and the Remnant of my Sheep will I 
*zather together,and bring them to their 
* Folds, and I will ſet up Shepherds o- 
«ver them that will feed them. Andthe 
«threatening reaches all thoſe Shepherds, 
* who take more care to feed themſelves 
* than the Flocks : who eat the Fat, and 
* Clothe them(clves with the Wool, but 
* look not to the ſtrengthening of the 
* weak, the healing of the lick ; to binde 


* *up the broken, to bring home again 


that 
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<« that which wasdriven away,and toen- 


« quire after that which was loſt. All \, 


which Sheep the Lord hath ſworn to re- 
quire at the hands of ſuch careleſs 
herds. As may be ſeen in Jer. 23. and 
Ezek. 34 A great part of which Cha- 
pters was inſpired to this purpoſe. To 
thismay be added St. Pauls advice to the 
Afian Clergy, A&. 20. 28. Take heed 
to your 7 24 and to all the Flock over 
which the ww 6 om hath made you 
Overſeers, to the Church of God, 
which he hath purchaſcd with his own 
blood: And 2 Tim. 4. 1. I cha 
thee before God and the Lord Jekis 


Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and» 


the dead, when he appears in his Ki 
dome : Preach the word, be inſtant m 
ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, 
exhort vvith all lenity and diligent in- 
ſtruction. Novyv, if it be ſafe for us to 
preſume the Clergy both to read and 
vveigh thoſe dreadful Menaces, fo fre- 
quently utter'd from God, by the mouths 
of his Prophets, againſt Sloath and Care- 
leſne(s in his Meſlengers ; or thoſe many 
carneſt 
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carneſt Exhortations of the Holy A- 
| poſtles for its prevention and amend- 
| ment; vvemay Charitably conclude, that 
they vvill not dare to take part there- 
vvith, not only for fear ofmans Contempt, 
but the conſuming Wrath of God, 

And it vve may further preſume, that 
thereis ſo much underſtanding yet left in 
the Clergy , as to enable them to appre- 
bend the greatne(sof theirTask, and how 
itis noleſs than to raiſe up the faln King- 
dome of Chriſt, and to demoliſh that of 
Satan, &c. and how that the fruits of 
ſo doing are no meaner, than the ſaving 

'of their own ſouls, and theirs too of 
whom they have taken the charge, and 
one day muſt give an account. It we 
may yet further preſume,that the Clergy 
do in ſome tolerable manner compre- 
hend the importance of thoſe ſeveral 
Titles, with which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
inveſted them 3 and how that they are 
as ſo many Memorials and Monitors of 
Labour, Diligence and Care. In ſhort : 


_ may preſume the Clergy, like 0- 


men, to wear their eyes 1n their 
heads, 
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heads, and apprehend and confider ſuch 


obvious an ow things as we now 
ſpeak ; it may 

of common ingenuity, that they will 
never ſuffer themſelves to run to mo; 
or let Gods Houſe drop through by rea: 
fon of the Idlenefs of their hands ; or in- 
dure to ſee the Flocks depending upot 
their feeding, ro grow cold in their 
2eal, drooping in Geir Courage, faint: 
wg in their Spiritual Strength, and infee- 
bled in all their Graces. And all this to 
pleaſe a Vice which is unmanly in it ſelf, 


foully derogatory to the honor of their 


Calling, contraditory of their Titles 

and in Them of more dreadful Conſe 

__ than it can poſſibly be in any 
ther. 

In the laſt place, if we may ſappoſe the 
Clergy to retnember, and make conſc- 
ence of that promiſe of Faithfil diligence 
which they madeto Godand the Church, 
when they were received into Holy Or- 
ders; this alone will be ſucfhient eftectu- 
ally to binde them to bend their whole 


Endeavours, without fraud or Sophiſt- }, 


cation, 


hoped, upon the ſtock # 


ng 
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cation, to the due diſcharge of their 
Office. Being. well aſſured that ſmall 
benefit will accrew to the Church from 
their Abilities, if they be not Faithful. 
For the Clergy cannot be ignorant that 
their S»fficiency without Endeavonrs to 
do that good which their Place requires, 
is no better than wrapping the Talent 
in a Napkin. Induſtry with leſſer Parts 
1s more ſerviceable to Religion, than 

t Learning without it. And an /dle, 

Is little better than a Blind Guide. And 
being perſwaded that theſe things are 
the matter of the Clergies ſerious medita- 
tion, 1 cannot imagin they ſhould ever 
be guilty of that 1dlereſs which ſo mala- 
pertly is laid at their door. But I am 
rather induced to believe that that which 
in them bears this Odious Name, 1s no- 
thing elſe but the regular performance 
of their duty : partly occafion'd by their 
Carriage, who prefer the pleaſing of 
ſome mens Caprices before the 'ob{crva- 
tion of their Rule. In which rank it 
may be no great iniquity to place all 
thoſe, who make all other parts of the 
H Church 
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Churchtributary tothe Pulpit. By which 
they have occaſion'd a Capricious ſort of 
ple to condlude all Pwblick Service to 
bo, eaching, and to eſteem all thoſe to 
be dumb dogs, who open not as often 
as they pleaſe, and in a ſenſe differ. 
entto the Apoſtles, preach the Word in 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon. But as for 
mine own Part, — wth? ——_ our 
Clergy to pray, preach and Catechize as the 
Church le ind directs them : when1 
ſee them careful to fort and feed their 
Flocks according to their Age and Con- 
dition, giving to every one his portion 


in due ſeaſon, and with fidelity, pru- ?. 


denceand induſtry, obſerving the Rules 
of their Sacred Function; I cannot but 
think thoſe men to be forſaken both of 
all juſtice and ingenuity, who now con- 
temn them upon the ſcore of Ialeneſe. 
But if there be any who are herein delin- 

uent ;z it were more juſtice and genero- 
ity to give a Catalogue of ſuch Drones 
to thoſe who have an undoubted Power 
to make them Labour, or Unhive them: 
And that the Righteous be not as the Wick 
ed, CHAP, 
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— 


CHAP. XI. 


A view of the Pretences of the Contempt o 
the C bo : Thirdly of Pris wt 

[ Shall not here [attempt any Philoſo- 
] phical Diſcourſe either of the Nature 
or Cauſes of Pride. All that concernsour 
preſent Enquiry falls under either the 
contrariety that it bears to the praftice 
and command of Chriſt, or the danger 

| _ odiouſneſs thereof in his Mini- 
4 17ers, 
| And as to the firſt of theſe, it is ſoappa- 
rent in the Holy Goſpel, that none there- 
of can be ignorant who is not an Utter 
ſtranger to that inſpired Syſtem of Chri- 
ſtianity. For we plainly find therein, 
how the Bleſſed Author of Our Faith 
ſhows favour to none but the humble, 
nor will admit any to be'of his retinue, 
who has not firſt learned of him to be 
| Meek and Lowly. And Chriſt haking 

, of that Prelation and Government whic 
H 2 was 


ico A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 


was to be in his Church, he ſuffciently 
intimated that he would not have it to 
be like that of the World. That 1s, not 
a Government whoſe Dominion 1s De- 
ſpotic ; the Coercion imperions z the Laws 
externally Compulſory ; and the Titles 
big and ſwelling. But on the contrary 
he hath infinuated how that he would 
have the Government of his Church to 
be paternal and perſuaſive, and the Laws 
to be full of Admonition, and the Ti- 
tles of the Governours to be ſ1gnifica- 
tiveof Aﬀettion and Labour, of burden 


and humility : and the Higheſt Dignity, | 


a meek Miniſtration, and a Laborious 
Imployment. And when, the Apoſtles 
fell into an Ambitious quarrelling which 
of them ſhould be greateſt, Chriſt checkt 
their Pride, and gave them this Everla- 
ſting Rule of Clerical deportment 3; He 
that will be Greatei? among you, let himbe 
your ſervant. And we need come no 
nearer to diſcover the Odiouſneſs of 
Pride in Chriſts Miniſters, ſeeing both by 
his Example and Precept he hath thus re- 


commended to them the clear contrary. 
And 


I 


————_——— 
* % 
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And certainly Chriſt would have thoſe 


, who for their Greater Dignities in the 
Church are ſtyled Stars, and Angels, to 


imitate the one, by appearing leſs for 
their greater Heightz and theother, who 
thou h Peers of Heaven, yet approve 
themſelves Miniſtring Spirits to the poor- 
eſt of Gods Servants upon Earth. 

And the ſame Rule of Clerical De- . 
portment, laid down by our Bleſſed 
Saviour, is no very dark intimation, that 
the Clergy are in danger to fall into this 
ſin. and we wantnot reaſon to be here- 
of ſuſpicious, when we conſider that 


+ Pride being an internal Vice, 1s apt to 


make impreſſion upon thoſe Notions 
and Speculations of the mind, wherein 
the Office of the Clergy renders them 
more egregioully Converlant. For as 
Pride took up its firſt ſeat in a Spiritual 
Being, ſo it hath ever fince ated with 
greateſt vigorin Spiritual Concernments, 
and been molt liable to Spiritual Per- 
ſons. In whom itcan never happen with- 
out working a leſs miſchief than Strite 
and Contention. And indeed it ſeems 

H 3 im- 
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impoſhble to be otherwiſe, ſeeing Pride 
naturally exaCts it ſelf above Compertiti- 
on, and ſuperadds diſdain and revenge to 
aCctuate its other Motions. As was ſcen 
in his Caſe, who being denied a mx 
rick ſought to be revenged upon E- 
piſcopacy. And as Solowons Arraigns 
ment of Pride for the Mother of Conten- 
tion, 1s true in the General; ſo it is 
more eſpecially true of thoſe Contenti- 
ons, wherewith the Church in any Age 
hath been afflicted : There being none 
to be met with wherein Pride, under (& 
veral appearances, hath notbeen a pri 


cipal Aftor. And without all further |' 


Enlargement, I am ſufficiently enclined 
to believe, upon the account of what is 
now ſuggeſted, that there is no Clergy- 
man will veriture to give the leaſt Enter- 
tainment to a ſin, which is fraught with 
ſo' much miſchief. For how tolerable 
{oever this Vice may ſeem in men of ano+ 
ther Character ; yet it can never hope 
for any good Conſtruction in their Carri- 
age, who are his Miniſters, among whoſe 
wonderful works none was more _— 

j0ns 


| 
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diows than his own Hamility. 


And therefore that which moſt com- 
| monly and with greateſt aſſurance, ſome 


men call Pride in the Clergy, ſeems tobe 
nothing elſe, but a _— themſelves 
from thoſt Promiſenouws Familiarities , 
which experience and reaſon tell them, 
are = to be attended with Contempt 
and Dieſes. 

Now, 1t upon their Separation to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, the Clergy betake 
themſelves to a Reverend and Pous Re- 
ſervation, as men profeſſing Retirement 


| from the World above others ; if out of 


a Conſcientious apprehenſion that anun- 
differenced Converſation with the Laity 
(of what Rank ſoever) is altogether 
contrary to the Calling of the Cler- 
gy 3 if out of fear that a too free Com- 
munion with the people will leflen 
their Authority, and rebate the force of 
their Inſtruftions and Reproofs, when 
there is moſt need to deliver them with 
the greateſt Vigor and Power; if foreſee- 


may engage them if not to commit, 
H 4 yet 


| ng that this Communion (1 now ſpeak 
Sug 


104 A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 


yet often to connive at thoſe things, 
which they ought altogether to rebuke; 
and that it is one Engine to break down 
that Veneration, which 1s the Ferice to 
their Fun&tion againſt all Popular Rude- 
neſsand Encroachments: it ſome (I ay ) 
of theſe Conſiderations, or all in Con- 
ſort, ſhall juſtly move the Clergy to 
ſucha Religious diſtance and Retirement 
from the Comterſations of the World, as 
the Inconſiderate may call Pride 3 they 
ought with great ſatisfaction to bear the 
imputation, and to account it their 
Crown to be contemn'd upon this Score. 
Eſpecially when they ſhall conſider that 
their Carriage hercin is agreeable to the 
Canons, Conſtitutions and decrecsof the 
Ancient Church, and tothe Canons and 
Injunctions of our own 3 and no way 
claſhing with the Rules ofa piudent and 
Chaiitable Condudt. As to our own 
Church, « She commands all Ecclcfiaſti- 
«* cal Perſons, not to reſort to any Ta- 
« yerns or Alc-houſes, for any other 
« cauſe, than for their honeſt neceſlities. 


« Ard that aftcr their Meals they ſhall | 


not 
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©* not givethemſclves to Drinking or Riot, 
* nor ſpend their time idlely by day or 
*night, at Dice, Cards, or Tables, or a« 
*ny unlawful game. But at all times, 
«as they ſhall have lcifure, to hear or 
« read ſome part of the Holy Scriptures, 
« or imploy themſelves with ſome other 
«* honeſt Studie or Exerciſe. Always 
« doing the things which appertain to 
" honelly, and the Profit ofthe Common- 
« wealth. Ever having in their minde, 
* that they ought to excel all others in 
« purity of life, and to be Examples to 
* the people tolive well and Chriſtianly. 
* And there was alſo a time when the 
* Clergy of this Nation was forbid to 
* keep Hounds, Accipitres & Falcones, 
* &c. And asconcerning the mind of the 
Ancient Church in this particular; it is 
ſufficiently apparent in thoſe Canons , 
which forbid the Clergy ſecular Sports 


and Recreations 3 and all ſuch Correſpon- 
| dencies , Entertainments , and Familia- 


ritics with the Laity, as were not the 
Product of their Othce. And this was 


, Cone not out of any ſupercilious mo- 


<« roſfenels 
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roſeneſs to reſtrain, but out of a wary 
foreſight © to revere the Clergy. To 
whole profeſſion they faw nothing was 
more comrary than a too great indiffe- 
rency of converſing with the people 
whom they were to inſtrut. With 
whom they nruſt not hope long to en- 
joy that Credit and Reverence (due to 
their Order,) which is founded upon 
the Gravity, Abſtinence, Sobriety and 
Reſervation of their Perſons, if they li- 
cenſe themſelves that ſecular Freedom 
which we now plead againſt. I have 
obſerved a Numerous Clergy in the Ro- 


man, and not a fewin our own Church, 


though of no greater Parts or Vertues 
than others, to have ſecured to them- 
ſelves a great ſhare of Veneration , 
chiefly upon the account of a cautious 


Retreat from the Uſages and Liberties 
of the Many. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ML 


A Survey of the preteucer of the Contempt 
of _ Cer : Fourthly of Covetouſ- 
nels. 


HE laſt Pretence of the Contempt 

of the Clergy, which we ſhall take 
notice of in this sRourſ.is their Cove- 
touſneſs. And this imputation ufually 
ariſeth from a prejudiced conſideration 
of the Clergies carriage, Firſt,in — 
afrer the Incomes which are appoin 
for their maintenance. Secondly in the 
frugal management of thofe Incomes. 
And laſtly, im their ſeeking after Pre- 
ferments. | 
And firſt, thoſe who Contemn the 
Clergy for Covetouſneſs , becauſe they 
are Aligene and careful to look afterthe 
things which are allotted for their ſub. 
liſtence, may _— the ſame Argument 
with as much Juſtice, though perhaps 


| not ſo much ſpeciouſne's, againſt all 


thoſe 
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thoſe who are ſtudious to reap the due' 


fruits and benefits of their Places, and 
Profeſlions ; thoughthey have not (all 
things confider'd) fo great an obligation 
for ſo dotng, as the Clergy. Whom we 
muſt needs confeſs to be the Stewards of 
Gods Patrimony,as well as of his Myſteries: 
and that in both it is required ofthem to 
be found faithful, 
they will have but ſmall reaſon to intitle 
themſelves, unleſs they be exaQtly vigi- 
lant to preſerve thoſe dues, rights and 
profits, which the Laws of God and the 
Land, have made accrew to the Church, 


and not to ſuffer that to be cunningly * 


embezel'd, unjuſtly defalk'd or Aliena- 
ted, which the Bounty and Religion of 
pious Anceſtors devoted to the upPore 
and maintenance of the moſt Holy Wor. 
ſoip. And if the Clergy ſhall be thought 
covetous becauſe by juſt and amicable 
Methods they are Gifigent in the pre- 
ſervation of that wherewith they are 
intruſted : and that out of a due ſenſe 
that the burden of Sacriledge is already 
too heavy upon the Nation, they labour 

to 


To which attribute. 
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to prevent its growing heavier, by ſav- 
ing men from that moſt execrable fin, 
from which none can be free who en- 
deavour to defraud the Church, and 
which not a few are ready to do, if not 
ſtudiouſly prevented. Now, if this be 
the Caſe of the Clergies Covetouſneſs in 
the firſt inſtance thereof, let it be left 
to him That judgeth righteous judgment. 

Nor can they with any better colour 
brand, As Corctows,the Clergies wary and 
fmgal management of their incomes, ſo 
ng as they are merciful totheir pow- 
e; and that their Alms are cheerful, 
and their hoſpitality charitable; though 
they never meddle with thoſe ſecular En- 
tertainments, and expenſive Correſpon- 
dencies, to which the occaſions of their 
= and expreltions of Charity do nei- 

er oblige nor invite them. Andif the 
Clergy according to the beſt and Anci- 
Canine ſecure the interelt of the 
poor in the goods of the Church, reſerv- 
ing unto themſelves only ſuch a portion 
thereof, as may ſuffice for their own fo- 
ber maintenance, and to make honeſt 
provition 
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proviſion for their Families , and not 
tenaciouſly to hoard them up for ng 
better purpoſes than either to gratifie a 
covetous humour, or to furniſh out x 
Worldly pomp and parade: or what is 
not much better, to enrich a Relation, 
that in the next Age if not ſooner, will 
Contemn their Extra@ior, and vilify the 
Fundjon, by which they were raiſed, 
But on the contrary, if the Clergy are 
conſcientiouſly careful not to dillipate 
the Spiritual Patrimony in any needles 
profuſions, idle curioſities, unclerical 
—_— or any thing diſagreable to 
t 
1s ever to be expected in that Calling: 
But ſhall with a Religious providence, and 
Charitable Frugality, endeavour {6 to 
husband that HolPpittance whereof they 
are not the Proprietaries but Stewards, 
as tobe juſt, and Charitable ; they ought 
upon theſe terms neither to be cenſured 
nor deſpiſed as Coverous. Which is an 
imputation never to be faſten'd upon as 
ny Who do juſtice, and love mercy. And 
we mult think that Order of men we 
ſpeak 


t Chriſtian Auſterity,and R7gor, which * 
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ſpeak of, to be wonderfully devoid of 
conſcience and ingenuity when they are 
guilty of any egregious failures in the 
things now mention d. Eſpecially when 
they ſhall perceive them to be ſo equita- 
ble in themſelves, fo anſwerable to the 
nature of their Calling, and ſoſtrifly in- 
joyn'd by the laws of the Church, and 
ſo highly recommended by all the learn- 
ed and pious of their own Character 
and Profeſtion. 

As to the Goods of the Church, we 
know, they are frequently ſtyled the 
Ghrods of the Poor ; and the Ancient 
Church was ſo careful to maintain them 
in that ſtate, that ſhe allowed not a 
Biſhop to beſtow them upon their near- 
eſt Relations, further than to help them 
as they were indigent, leſt they ſhould 
be aid to prey upon the Churches I»- 
comes, I mu bs care ( faith St. Au- 

'ſtin ) leſt the eſtateof the poor (which 
ns to the Church of Fhppo) be giv- 
en to the Rich» In which matterl have 
hitherto quit my felt well. Forl have 
kindred which call themſelves Noble, 

who 
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who come to me being a Biſhop (one 
while with Menaces, and another while 
with Flatteries ) to move me to confer 
ſomething upon them becauſe of our Re. 
lation, and yet through Gods grace I-do 
not remember that I ever enriched any 
of them. Enough to this purpoſe is to 
be met with in the Canons concerni 

Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and in thoſe Au- 
thors who have writ De Eccleſ. Repub. 
I have been told-that a late Biſhop of 
this Nation in his Epiſtle to Tririty-Col- 
ledge in Cambridge, (ſet before his My- 
ſteries of Chriſtian Religion ) doth im- 


pute the late Sacriledge committed in * 


this Land to the fpending of Church- 
means in an un-chuich-like manner, and 
that this was done by the Clergies con- 
vertihg them to their private ales, Or 0- 
therwiſe miſimploying them. And there 
fore (faith he) God juſtly takes them + 
way and permits Sacriledge ; we our 
ſclves having fiſt abated 19 the ſame 
kind. For certainly Church-means 
ſhonld have relation as well to the uſes 


as to the perfons; and a Church-man m | 


© mil-ſpend- 
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=p= them commits Sacriledge. 
I find it likewiſe expreſsly affirm'd 

by a Divine of Singular Learning and 
Piety (in his y- weights and meaſures) 
that for any degree or order of the Cler- 
to increaſe their Eſtates out of 
urch-goods, was in the better and 
purer times of Chriſtianity, a thing which 
the Canons did not only prohibit, but 
make void. And that the Canons, from 
the Canon of the Apoſtles, to thoſe at 
thisday in force in the Church of Rome, 


diable the Clergy to diſpoſe of Church- 
goods by Will and Teſtament. In the 


4 25 Seſſzon of the Council of Trent, and 


nthe firſt Chapter concerning Reforma- 
ton, among many other things very wor- 
thy of remark, the Sz-od cxpreſsly for- 
bids the Biſhops to augment the incomes 
of their Kindred and Familiars with 
thoſe of the Church. According tothe 
Canons of the Apoſtles, prohibiting the 
Goods of the Church, which are Gods, 
to be given to Relations; but if they are 
poor, to deal with them as with the reſt 


for 
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for their fakes. Io quim maxim? po- 
teſt, eos ſana Synodus monet, nt onnem | 
hunc'erga _ Nepotes,propin- 
rarmis affeinm (unde multorum 
ov Ink in Bel fa Seminarinm extat ) þt- 
nitus deponant. And what is ſaid of the 
Bi 1s alſo to be underſtood of the 
reſtof the Clergy. 'Tis true where the 
Clergy (as in our own Church) are au- 
thorized to marry, the Caſe ſeems to be 
otherwiſe; and the Church as ſhe hay 
giventhem leave to marry, mult alſo give 
them leave even out of her own Reve- 
nues, to make proviſion for their Wives 
and Children. But this doth not abro- ' 
gate but only relax the Canons: and the 
married Clergy are herem to expreſs a 
fingular moderation; and fo to provide 
for Wife and Children out of Church 
goods, as not to extinguiſh the intereſt of 
the poor therein. For I humbly con- 
ceive that it is no ſmall miſtake in any 
Clergy-men to imagine, that having out 
of the Goods of the Church ſoberly dif- - 
poſed of their Children in the World, 


they | 
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they ſhould alſo labour to raiſe them E- 


| ſtates, and ſtrive in their own Port to e- 


qual that of the higher Laity. With 
whom the Canons never intended then 
a greater converſation than aroſe from 
the Tenor of their Fundion; and re- 
wres that their chicfeſt Hoſpitality 

Id reſpe&t the relief and ſupport of 
the Indigent and Neceſſitons. 

As to the laſt inſtance of Covetoul- 
neſs in the Clergy, which reſpects their 
eager hunting after Preferments and 
Promotions in the Church, which the 
beſt and wiſeſt have ever eſteem'd a 


J notable blemiſh in them, it ſarpaſſeth my 


abilities to vindicate, and is againſt my 
conſcience to excuſe. And therefore I 
ſhall deeply lament, what I cannot re- 
dreſs; and humbly beſcech Almighty 
God to reſtore thole to a better minde, 
who herein are guilty. And that ſome 
are gwilty in this particular,ſeemsundeni- 
able upon that general complaint made 


{| againſt that multiplicity of Church-pre- 


ferments wherewith not few are ever 
ſurcharged. Ridente fanatico, nec dolente 
I 2 Papiſta: 
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Papiſta: Or rather indeed to the diſtreſs 


and injury of thoſe Clergy-men, who | 


would c{teemit a good Vintage, to have 
but the gleanings of their Brethren ;, and 
think themſelves well provided for, if 
they had but one of thoſe Numerows pre- 
ferments which are ſo venturoully piled 
upon ſuch, as are no more laborious in 
the Word and DoGrin than others. But 
I ſhall forbear to enlarge, leſt I ſhould 
be miſtaken in this particular; and only 
make it my humble Supplication, that the 
Canons, reſpecting the Clergy in this 
Atair, may impartially be conſidered 


by them: to the end, that their manifeſt * 


oppolition to this enormous pradtice, 
may through God, ſomewhat contribute 
to its amendment; or at leaſt fo far open 
their eyes, as to let them ſee the utter 
inexpediency , if not unlawfulneſs of 
what they do. 

That which we call Plyralities in this 


Church, has long time been complain'd | 


of asa thorn in her fide 5 which ſome of 
the Rezerend Fathers the Biſhops, have 


vcry lately been projecting to pull out. | 


But 
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But in ſtead of the Extirpation of Plura- 
lities,l could wiſh they were well prun'd ; 


| for till their abuſes be retrenched, and 


they be reſtored to their firſt deſign, 
they will ſcarce becapable of any confti. 
entious Apology. Andit isto be hoped 
that thole corruptions which tract of 
time and negligence of ſome,may ſeem to 
have brought upon the firſt Conceſſions 
thereof, might for'the future be pre- 
vented, if three orfour obvious things 
wereduly taken notice of. As 

Firſt, That thoſe unto whom the 
granting of diſpenſations is committed, 


] or which otherwiſe have any ſtroke in 


the diſpoſal offuch Preferments as apper- 
tain unto Learned Men, would bethink 
themſelves what it is to reſpe&t any 
thing either above or beſide Merit : con- 
fidering how hard the World taketh it, 
when to men of commendable Note and 
Quality there is ſo little reſpect had, or 


{ great unto them whoſe deſerts are 


very mean; that nothing doth ſeem 
more ſtrange than the one ſort, becauſe 


{ they are not accounted of, and the other 


I 3 becauſe 
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becauſe they are. © It being every mans 
Me pros and hope as Church of 
cc k t 


hat the only purchaſe of greater | 


*rewards ſhould be always greater de: 
<*ſerts, and that nothing ſhould be able 
*to plant a Thor» where a Vine ought 
*tQ grow. 

Secondly, That Honorable Perſons 
ages, and they who by vertue of any 
principal Office in the Common-wealth, 
are inabled to qualify a certain numbex, 
and to make them capable of benefices 
and faculties above others, would not 
ſaffer their priviledges to be abuſed, 


contrary to the true intent and mean * 


ivg of wholeſom Laws, by men in whom 
there is nothing notable beſides C 
neſs and Ambition, Ignorance and Idlenejs. 
Thirdly, That the Univerſities would 
beſtow their degrees nat as meer kind- 
neſles by way of Crvility, but as favours 
which always imply a Teſtimony given 
to the Church and Comman-wealth, can- 
cerning mens ſufficiency for Manwer 
and K nowledge. Conſidering that upon 


the credit of this Teſtimony ſundry Sta- | 


rurcs 
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tutes of the Realm are builr, and that it 
is ſo far available that nothing is more 


[ reſpefted for the Warrant of Divers 


mens Abilities to ſerve both in Church 
and State. And if the Univerſities ſhall 
violate that Religion wherewith this 
Teſtimony ought to be given, they do 
not only diſparage themſelves, if it be 
known 3 but alſo involve thoſe in error, 
who deem it a thing uncivil to call the 
Credit of their Teſtimony in queſtion, 
by doubting either of the Manners or A- 
bilities of Bobs, upon whom they have 
confer'd their Degrees. And therefore 
are neverto be granted to any one with- 
out due Caxtion and Advice. 

Fourthly, That the Indulgence of 
Pluralities be reſtored to its fir{t deſign, 
by being allowed only to men of Note 3 
to Gonify and reward Eminent Services 
done for the Church 3 and toencourage 
a more remarkable progreſs in Vertue 
and Science. Ends ſhamefully neglect- 
ed in the preſent Indulgence of Plurali- 
ties, if we conſider who they are who 
moſt bountifully enjoy them. 

I 4 In 
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In the laſt place, it would not a little 


help to the removal of the ſcandalous a- | 


buſes crept into the Indwlgence of Plura- 
lities, if thoſe who are ſo forward to en- 
joy it, would remember what in Duty 
and Conſcience towards' God and the 
Church they are bound to perform. For 
- they cannot be ignorant that thoſe to 
whom Plurality of Chuch-preferments 
is granted, are bound to requite that 
Grgnt by an induſtry anſwerable tothat 
Plurality, and that they are to excel as 
muchin Laboxr, as in Dignity and Bene- 
fit. And therefore unleſs they faithful- 
ly anſwer the Churches expectation, in 
bending their labours to ſow as well as 
reap, and to make their pains as far to 
exceed their Brethrens, as their Prefer- 
ments and Incomes: in a word; unleſs 
they perform thoſe Offices to which the 
very acceptance of plural Preferments 
and Benefices do formally bind, let them 
be well aſſured (faith my pious and 
learned Author) that the Hony which 
they cat by fraud, ſhall turn in the end 
to Gall; and that which was nutriment 

in 
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m the mouth, ſhall prove gravel in the 


| bowels. And __ their ſubtil and 


colourable dealing herein may not be 
taken in the walk of humane juſtice, yet 
He, the Sacred Image of whoſe Wiſdom 
appears in the Laws of men, will at laſt 
ſeverely puniſh it. And now the only 
Apology that can be made for the Clergy 
in this concern, will be their own ſpee- 
dy endeavours to grow innocent; by 
avoiding all thoſe things for the time to 
come, which may occaſion offending. 
And uſing no Methods in the obtaining 
Church-berefices, but ſuch as are juſt, in- 
uous and Canonical. And waving 
all thoſe priviledges which, contrary to 
the primitive Canons, giveleaveto hold 
Church-preferments in more Dioceſes 
than one. An abuſe (as one has welFob- 
ſerved) brought in by the Papacy, when 
the See of Rome, ſeeking Benefices all 0- 
ver Chriſtendom, granted priviledges to 
diflolve the Ancient Diſcipline, on pur- 
poſe to enrich themſelves and their 
Favorites. 
But this which is now ſpoken, has no 
deſign 
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deſign to lay Covetouſneſs, and therewith 
Contempt, at the door of any, who are 
ſtudious firſt to deſerve, and next to ob- 
tain, Plural Preterments upon the terms 
we have now mention'd: Nor yet to 
blame thoſe whom the (cantine(s of their 
preſent Fortunesmove to ſeek for la 
on purpoſe to enable them to pe 
more ſingular ſervices for God and the 
Church. Bur what has been aid, reſpeds 
thoſe eſpecially who look not to be furs 
niſh't with fuch qualifications as are ſup- 
poſed by that Indulgence of the Law; 
which they ſo hazardouſly make uſe of, 
to their own Spiritual danger, detriment 
of the deſerving Clergy, and Reproach of 
the whole projeiſaon, &c. 

And though what hath been already 
ſuggeſted, may with unbyaſled judg- 
ments, ſuffice to evince the falnels and 
iniquity of their carriage, who pretend 
Fdlene(s, Pride and Covetoulnels jn the 
Clergy, to be the reaſons for which they 
are moved to Contemn them : Yet we 
may fafely ſuppoſe that thoſe who are 
moſt active in this Contempt, would be 

no 


| 
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no otherwiſe, though the Clergy were 
as blameleſ(s therein, as the Stars and An- 
gels to which they are compared; and in 
particulars as innocent, as was onee the 
man without a Navel. For where the 
Credit and Reverence of the Miniſtry is 
once concern'd, it is not what theyare, 
but what prejudice repreſents them. 
And beſidesall this, the Comtemmers know - 
themſelves herein to be fate; while they 
are not ignorant how the Fortitude of 
the Clergy is wholly paſſive, and that 
they are naked of all other Weapons 
but Prayer and Patience. And indeed 
what but Lowlinefs & Meekneſs can bc- 
come his Subſtitutes, who being reviled, 
reviled not again 3 and who injoyn'd 
his Proſeclytes in general to recompence 
Evil with Good, and Curſing with Bleſ- 
ling ? So that theſe Contemners finding 
themſelves out of danger not only of 
Duel and Challenge, but alſo of Recrim- 
wation and Reviling, they heroically 
manage their province of Diſgrace and 
Contempt: whetting their tongues, and 
(ina harſh Metaphor) then wounding 

there- 
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therewith by Reproaches thoſe whom 
they know will never anſwer them at that 


Weapon. And indeed theſe Contemners, | 


falling under the Clergies Chriſtian con- 
fideration, will be found fitter objedts 
of their Pity than Anger zand more pro» 
per to be pray'd for than reproach't. 
And I doubt not but the Clergy do zea- 
louſly pray for their Contemners, as their 
_ Maſter _- for O——_ 

at orgrive them, for 1 now not 
what a Þ. | eV 


— — cc 


CHAP. XIII. 


A Survey of ſome of the Real Grounds of the 
Contempt of the Clergy. J 


Aving made this brief reſcarch into 
He. more uſual and troden pretences 
of the contempt of our preſent Clergy, 
and found them to be but meer preten- 
ces, ariſing chiefly from Prejudice and 
Miſtake ; The next partot our Province 
is to enquire into ſuch grounds of this 

Contempt, 


-@ FF EE Xx @=#.. 


= 42S = VP by 


A Modeſt Plex for the Clergy. 125 


Contempt, as ſeem more genuin and re- 


| al. Not that I ſuppoſe any true reaſon 


can be render'd why the Clergy as ſuch 
ſhould at all be contemn'd, any more 
than God and Chriſt, who ſhare with 
them in-the Contempt : according to St. 
Lake 10. 16. &c. 1 The. 4. 8. But that 
the true grounds of this Contempt are 
not the Perſonal Lapſcs of the Clergy, as 
is pretended, but the Nature and Ma- 
nagement of their Function. 

As to the Nature of their Fun&tion, 
it is well known to conſiſt in turning 
men from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto God; and to 
teach all thoſe who urdertake Chriſtia- 
nity, to deny all ungodlineſs and world- 
ly luſts, and to live (oberly, and righte- 
ouſly and godly all the time of their be- 
ing here on Earth. And asto the manage- 
ment of thoſe things wherein the nature 
of the Miniſtery conſiſts, it ought to be 
zealous and impattial ; for as the Clergy 
are the Stewards of the Divine Myſte- 
nes, they are by that Title obliged to 
be faithful, which they cannot pretend 

to 
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to be, ſhould they cry peace, 
thoſe whom they ſee in open 
_ the Prince of Peace. But their 
| maſt be like Balaar's, whoth 
thougha falſe Prophet, a houſeful of Gold 
. and Silver could not have hired to go 
one jot beyond the command of the Lord, 
Now when the preſent Clergy ſhall 
purſue the Duties of their Calling with 
that Integrity & Faithfulneſs which God 
requires at their hands,ill-governed men 
aſually deal with them, as Ahab with 
the Prophet, who with a Loyal Sinceri- 
ty foretold the great Diſaſters ſhould 
befal him for his wicked Converſation, 
We read of Herods liſtening to the auſtere 
Biptiſt (and of the many good things 
he did at his exhortation ) and how he 
had him in no ſmall Veneration ) till he 
told him of his filthy Aſſociation with an- 
other mans Wite. And S. Paul met with 
no other interruption m his Diſcourſe, 
till he came to a cloſe reaſoning of Con- 
tirence before him who lived in unlaw- 
ful Concubinage. And long before this 
too, we find a Friendly and Pious Ad- 
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vice turned totheReproach of him that 
gave it. As m the cafe of Lot, whom 


{ the filthy Sodomites accuſed of Pragma- 


ticalneſs, becauſe he meckly adviſed 
them to deſiſt from that more than bru- 
tal Violence and Impurity which they 

againſt his Angel-Gueſts. And 
it was the malicious Suppoſal of the Jews, 
that if reſpe& was given to Chriſts Per- 
bn, it would fo credit his Doctrine, 
that all would be in danger to beheveintz 
and to prevent this, they ſought to beat 
down his wen by calling him 
Drunkard, Glutton, Mad-man, and De- 


| ceiver of the People. And ſo unreaſonable 


are Lutt and Sin, and ſo charmed there- 
with are mens hearts, that thoſe who b 
the Powerful Countercharm of Gods 
Word are willing to diſinchant them, are 
no better treated than Chriſt by the De- 
moniack, who when he came to cure,cry- 
ed out, that he was come to torment him. 
The Goſpel is quick and powertul (Vi- 
tal and Operative) piercing even to the 
dividing of Soul x41 Spirit, and of the 


 Joynts and Marrow, and able to diſcern 


the 
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the Thoughts and Intentions of the Heart, 
And when by this its Miniſters rip up 


thoſe Secret Corruptions, in whoſe Con- | 


cealment and Fruition-ſo many ſeem to 
have placed their Heaven and Felicity, 
it will be caſy to forete] what great re- 
ſpe& they are like to meet with, eſpeci- 
ally in an Ape in which moſt Of- 
fenders are of the ſame humour with 
thoſt Beaux Eſprits, or Virtnoſs in Cicero, 
who were not vexed that they off ended, but 
took it very haniouſly to be told thereof. 
Aud when again by the ſame Goſpel, 
which is a light that makes all manifeit, 
the Clergy diſcover to the Confciences 
of the Wicked the Shame and Naked- 
neſs of their Vicesz not being able to 
endure the Tortures naturally ariſing 
from ſuch a Detetion, nor to deny the 
trath thereof, nor yet daring openly 
to blaſpheme the Inſtrument of the ſame 
Detection 3 their only refuge is to leſlen 
both the Efficacy and Credit of the Go- 
ſpel, by leflening the eſteem of thoſe 
who preach it. But too rightly appre- 
bending that Gods Word, and his Mi- 


niſters 
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niſters are ſuch near Allies, that the dif- 


| repute of the one falls upon the other. 


Now, when the Clergy (according to 
their Obligation ) go about to cut the 
wings of Pride, and to take off the 
wheels of Luſt : to decry thoſe (inful 
Courſes, which corrupt Nature moſt 
magnifies: and to propagate thoſe Ver- 
tues to which theſe Contemners have 
the greateſt Antipathy and Averſenef. 
When (in a word) the Clergy zealon- 
fly recommend to our moſt Cordial Pra- 
&ice thoſe very Duties which we moſt 
diſlike, they cannot hope by this way 


| to procure any great eſteem with thoſe 


againſt whoſe Vices they thus dire&ly 
ſet themſelves. But on the contrary, 
they are to expect tobe looked upon as 
the greateſt Enemies by all ſuch, whom 
they thas tell the truth. And indeed it 
has ever been the Policy of the Malici- 
ous to leſſen their Credit whole fervice 
they would render inſucceſsful, and to 
imbibe mean thoughts of all thoſe who 
interrupt them in their Vices. But with- 
out driving this particular any further, it 

” 
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is undeniably evident to the World,that 


one main cauſe of the Clergies Contempt 
may b& reſolved into that Apol 
Chriſt upon the ſame occaſion _ 
himſelf, viz. The World hateth mebecauſe 
I ſe that the works thereof are evil. 

r doth that part of the Clergies 
FunGtion, conſiſting in the inſtruhon 
of all men in their reſpetive Duties, 
occaſion ſome of them more obloquy, 
than the execution of the Sacred, Di 
cipline doth others. For this latter ha- 
ving a direCtt aim and tendency to ſup- 
preſs our darling fins, and to put us to 
ſhame for their Commiſſion; we labour 
to beat it down with the ſame Engine, 
that thoſe FaTioniſts in Numb. 16th v- 
{&d againſt the Prieſthood, namely, as 
a thing uſeleſs and unneceſlary : they 
indeed did fo, upon the pretence of 
their own SanCtity; but we upon the 
ſcore of our Stubborneſs. 

I know alas! the Power of the Keys, 
Excommunication, or Church-Cenſures, 
are become very contemptible, and -tunk 


ſo low in ſome mens opinion, that a |. 
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riſe not above the Eſtimate of Artificial 
Fire or meer noiſy Thunder. But yet 
in their, Original Inſtitution and Primi- 
tive Practice nothing was more high and 
dreadful,and it was look'd upon as a great 

in God, and a ſingular honour for 
the Clergy, to confer upon them noleſs 
a power than to deliver obſtinate ſinners 
over unto Satan, to take full poſſeflion 
of their Souls, and to ſentence them to 
the everlaſting pains of Hell: and like- 
wiſe, a power to releaſe penitent ſouls 
from the Chains of Darkneſs, and Bon- 
dge ofthe Devil,and to reſtore them to 
the glorious liberty of the Sons of God; 
whereby they are made Heirs of the King- 
domof Heaven.And yet this power, wher- 
of Angels would be ambitious,Chriſt con- 
ter d upon the Clergy, when hefaid unto 
his Apoſtles, Whoſe ſoever ſtns je remit they 
are remitted unto them, and whoſe ſoever 
fans ye retain they are retained. And as 
tele words give a power of publick ex- 
cufion out of the Church for Scandalows 
Enormities, and re-admiſſion- into it up- 


| 0n Repentance, it any es belongs 


tothe Governors of the Church, as they 
K 2 are 
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are purely Clergy, and to none elſe 
whatſoever : as is evident from the firſt 
Collation of this power in St. John 20. 
22, And the excrciſe of theſe Cenſures 
is ſo much the work of Church-Govern- 
ers, that St. Paul calls them the Wea 
oftheir Spiritual Warfare, by whichth 
caſt down imaginations and every high 
thing that exalteth it felf againſt t 
knowledg of God,and bring into Capti- 
vity every thought to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.4,5. And this Pozer 
in itsfirſt derivations was executed with 
ſignal Severities, fuch as this Age will 
hardly be induced to believe ; and that 
too when there was no Temporal Sword 
to aſliſt theſe Spiritzal Weapons. But itis 
not ealie to adviſe what ought to be 
done in ſuch a State of the Church as 
ours is, wherein the cnormities of ſome 
ve them a ſort of impunity, who hav- 
ing ſeparated themſelves from the 


Church, are alſo in their own <ſteem at 


leaſt, got out of the power of its Cen- 
ſures. And as to many of thoſe who 


ſtay withinthe Church, through a long | 
for- 
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forbcarance of this Rod, they are grown 
too Heady to bebrought under C [- 
on. And both Principles of Liberty, 
and a long Oncorrefed wickedneſs are 
ready to Toute all Eccleſiaſtical Re- 
ſtraints, and would rather have no 
Church at all, than one with Cenſures. 
But as this doth no way evzcuate the 
Power, (o neither ſhould it rebate its 
Exerciſe; but it ought to be the more 
prudently aſſerted, being thus unjuſtly 
gainfaid. However it will not unbe- 
come ſuch as are chiefly concern'd in the 
management of the Church-ccnſures, by 
| 7% yen execution thereof to ſut- 
fer- them to be looked upon as meer 
Bruta fulmina, and no ſuch proper re- 
medies to cure the Offences 1n Chriſti- 
anity, as they are pretended. And if 
Religion could butget ſuch countenance 
by a watchful menage of Church-cen- 
ſures, as to ſtrike the open ſinners with 
fear of being turn'd out of —_— Com- 
pany, and to be avoidcd as unfit for con- 
verſation 3 if not Conſcience yet _— 


; tion would in a great meaſure reſtrain 


K 3 them, 
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theth. Not to be thought Fit Co 

for Chriſtians, would ſurely make 
ſcorn their Vices; and Shame, one de. 
ſigned effect of the Cenſures, would pre. 
vail upon thoſe by whom nobler bo. 
tives are Contemn'd. We need not be 
told how the Cenſures of the Church 
were not only laid aſide in the YVaſtations 
of the Arrian Herefie and Perſecution ; 
and before that in Diocletian's daies a- 
gainſt the Lapſi : but we find that thin 
were come to that extremity in St. Paul, 
time, that he was reduced to his (paw 
x3! amazon) I would they were even 
cut off that trouble you, Gal. 5. 12. Sedi- 
tion and Schiſm were grown (© obſtinate 
and ſpreading, that neither his Power 
could reach, nor his methods cure them 
and he was only able to Excommunicate 
the guilty 1nz2 Wi, and cut them off in 
Depe. And much of the ſame diſtem- 
per ſeemsto be ſpread through our own 
Age; for though the meceſſaty of the 
times, intereſt of Religion,and welfare of 
the Church, loudly call for the feverities 
of Diſcipline; yet there appear no = 
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diſcouragements ay it, whether we 
conſider the Popularity of Vices, or the 
Power and Greatneſs of the Vitious : 
eſpecially when we ſee that they whoſe 
Lives and Judgments are chiefly to be 
cured with the Cenſures, have either 
had the reins ſo long upon their Necks, 
that they are grown too Head-ſtrong for 
Diſcipline-z or they have adopted ſuch 
Principles as ſerve to adjult their Obſti- 
nacy, and enable them to withſtand 
both Chriſt and his Church. And in 
this profligate State of Afﬀairs, chiefly 
occalion'd by the late and long over- 
' throw of Government and Diſcipline, it 
is no caſie matter for Church-Rulers to 
proceed. However we ought to be fo 
far from contemning them upon this 
ſcore, that it is our bounden duty hum- 
bly to bow our knees to the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he would di- 
ret and ſtrengthen the Reverend Fa- 
thers of Our Church, that they may ſup- 
port and keep up the ſmall remainder of 
that Ecclefiaſtick Diſciphne, which 


Schiſm, Athcilm and Profaneneſs, have 
K 4 not 
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not yet quite trampled under foot. And 
that by their paternal endeavours the 


wholeQiſcipline may inſome good mea- | 


ſure be reſtored to its primitive Effica- 
cy and Credit, and ſo be able to accom- 
pliſf the Ends for which it was at firſt 
deſigned. 


CHAP. XIV. 


A further Examination of the Girounds of 
the Contempt of the Clergy, reſpe@ing 
their Condition in the World, and Ex- 


traGion. 


Nother occaſion of the Clergies con» 
tempt may be imputed to the indil- 
creet mcaſuring of their Credit according 
totheir outward Fortunes, which general- 
ly being but ſmall their Veneration is 
proportionate. For men deal herein with 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, as the ſcot- 
fing Jews deale with its Bleed Author, 
when they judged of him according to 
ſecular Circumſtances, and weighed him 
in 
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n the falſe Ballance of the World. Is 
not this the Carpenters Son? and they 


| were offended at him. Their Probe 


pierced no deeper than the Skin, and 
their judgment of Chriſt being only ac- 
cording to_the outward appearance of 
his Perſon, it could not be Righteous. 
They ſaw the Meſſzas to be deſtitute of 
external Rojalty and Grandeur ; that his 
Adminiſtration was not Lordly and Inr- 
periow, but humble and perſwaſive ; 
and his Carriage not Big and Hanghty, 
but Meek and + ; and that he want- 
ed thoſeexteriour accoutrements, where- 
in they expected him: and which the 
blind world doth ſtill eſteem only worthy 
Admiration and Regard. And it was 
y__ theſe terms that they rejected the 
Lord of Life, and prefered one who mur- 
dered, before one who came to ſave 
them. And the condition of preſent 
Circumſtances renders the Alluſion but 
too obvious. For we find the ſame 
objections brought by ſome to vility the 
Clergy, which were yrged againſt Chriſt. 
And Extradion or j 94 which of 

all 
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all things is in it ſelf the moſt inſignifi- 
cant, ifthere either be, or want perſonal 


worthyis by ſome warmly made uſe of in | 


this Contraſt. But the Clergy need not 
herein to Apologize, while there are 
other things that ennoble beſides Paren- 
tage and Patrimony. For among wiſe 
Perſons Learning was ever thought a 
ſufficient Title to Nobleſs and SecularE- 
minence. And A. Gellizs affirms, that 
not only excellency of Extraction and 
om" Fortunes, but alſo Learning makes 

oble. For coming (ſaith he) to viſit 
Fronto Cornelins, as he was lying ſick of 
the Gout, I found him lying upon his 
Scimpodinm Grecienſe, circummundiqut 
ſedemtibus multis Do@rina, aut Genere aut 
Fortuna Nobilibus viris. And the Laws 
yers affirm expreſly that if a Legacy be 
given Panperi Nobili, the Execntours may 
give ittoa Door. And the reſpect given 
to letters, hath occaſion'd the diſpute 
for precedency between Knights and 
Doftors of the Law, as may appear both 
by the Compariſon that Tully maketh be- 


twixt Lucizus Myrena a Knight of Rome, | 


and 
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and Pub. Sulpitins a Lawyer (either of 
them ſtanding for the Conſulſhip ) in his 
Eloquent Oration for Mwrena, and many 
other diſputes arguing the Caſe to and 


fro. And in foreign Countries where 


the Civil Law is in Credit, it is ſtill dif 
putablg; though this precedency is not 
ſo dubitable among us, where the pro- 
fellors of the Civil Law are ſhut up 
(faith Doctor Ridley) into a narrow cor- 
ner of their Profeſſzorn. I produce this, 
only to ſhow that Learning and the de- 
grees of the Schools (which are ſtill ſup- 
_ to be in the Clergy) have ever 
n thought asfair Titles to the advan- 
tages of Secular Opinion and Honor, as 
any other. But as for ſuch as would 
leſſen the Prieſthood for the -meanneſs 
of their Deſcent who bear it, they would ' 
dowell to conſider, that the Laws of the 
Land render a Fils des preſtres, or Baſe- 
born, uncapable of that Sacred Office, un- 
leſsby the interpoſition of the Royal Pre- 
rogative. And that in the Ancient | rg 
hications of thoſe who were to be admit- 
ted to Holy Orders, all Bondmen, Ac- 
| comptants, 
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comptants, and men diſtorted or de- 
form'd in body, as alſo Bigamiſts, were 
excluded. Next, that in all Orders of 
men it is the Office, Authority and Cal- 
ling, that are chiefly to be looked up- 
on. In reſpect of all which the Clergy 
are undeniably as conſiderable as any 
Rank of men whatſoever. And Iaſtly, 
that Learningand Manners,are chiefly re- 
quired for admiſſion into Holy Orders. 
It is true, that eminence of Birth gives no 
ſmallluſtre tothe Clergy, and when Per- 
ſons of ogy upon the Prieſt- 
hood, they become as greater Stars 
which brighten up the leſs. And though 
Birth and Deſcent, &c. be inconfidera- 
blein reſpe&t of God, yet Yertze, Learn- 
ing and Religion are rendred more [Illu- 
ſtrious when therewith accompanied. 
And though likewiſe the Sacerdotal 
Office be in it ſelf, and alone, ſufficient to 
ive Credit and Repute to the loweſt 
ſcent of men, who duly undertake 
and diſchargeit; yet it isno little Honor 
and Felicity for the Church, not only to 
have Kings for her Nurſing-Fathers, _ 
allo 


| 


o 
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alſo Nobles for her Prieſts. But yet ſtill 
none are either too High or too for 
=y Orders, whoſe Graces and Abilities 

ualify to undertake them. And albeit 
thoſe are more to be honor'd who be- 
ſlides Vertne and Learning bring into the 
Clergy Eminence of Paremtage, yet 
thoſe are not to be contemn'd who 
come without it. There being enough 
in the very Nature and Original of the 
Office, to procure them reſpett and re- 
verence who bear it. Whom accord- 
ing to St. Paul, we are to eſteem very 
highly in love for their works ſake. Or, 
to pay them all poſſible reſpect for the 
pains that they take among us. 1 Thef. 


$.232, 13. 


But if to what has been already ſpoken, 
all the real grounds of this Contempt be 
not reducible ; then what 1s wanting 
may be too jultly reſolved intothe decay 
of Reverence to Religion and Obedi- 
ence to God. And now it is not Vertne, 
Piety, Learning, Induſtry, Juſtice, Libera- 
lity, nor all that can be 1magin'd to u 

the 
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the Clergy for reſpe&, that can procure 
it theny, with thoſe who have thrown 


oft all Loyalty to God and Reverence to | 


. Againſt whom it is vain ©- 
therwile to Apologize, than with Tears 
and Prayers. 

But there are yet two things more, 
which (mn regard of preſent Circumſtan- 
ces). are ——_ to the Contempt we 
ſpeak of The firſt is the carrrnge of 

identing Teachers, who by ungentile 
Arts labour to leſſen the e 
therewith the ſerviceableneſs of the Or- 


thodox Clergy. Whocontrary to their 


Pretences of greater Conſcientioulneſs, 
blow into the heads of their Unwary 
SeFaries, that all but themſelves are 
ſuch a Monſtrous Clergy, as would af- 
fright you to mention. And indeed 
the infuling their Proſelytes with fpite- 
ful and uncharitable prejudices againſt 
the Regular Clergy 1s one niain engine 
wherewith they ſo cloſely infinuate 
themſclves into Their affedions; with 
whom the ſtrength of their own Credit 
chiefly conſiſts in weakening that of 

their 


eem, and 
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their Brethrens. The guilt and injuſtice 
of which Carriage is ſo open to the 


{ World, that there 1s no need further to a- 


nimadvert. And though methinks bet- 
ter things _ be expected from men 
who pretend to make ſuch conſcience 
of Their wajzes; yet Icould wiſh that on- 
ly Difſenters were herein to be faulted : 
and that among the conforming Cler 

themſelves, none were to be met = 
to encreaſe the cry, and fpeak evil of 
the things they underſtand not. Which 
certainly is their unhappineſs who either 
by their own opinions or by ſquint re- 
fietions upon thole of others, occafion 
many to grow jealous that all the Com- 
forming Clergy are not ſo Octhodox as 
we believe. Which Carriage in thoſe 
who would be accounted both, is both 
ſo un-Chriſtian and unpolitick (as be- 
ing foully derogatory to the Sacred 
Rule they profeſs, and tending fo great- 
ly to the inhancement of their Con- 
tempt) that it may ſeem ſtrange any one 
ſhould thereot be guilty, who are ei- 
ther truly Pious or Confiderate. And if 


any 
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any whoreading this intimation, by rea- 
fon of their own Conſciouſneſs ſhall 
take it to themſelves, I humbly pra 
God it may turn to their amend- 
ment. 

Another ſort of men egregioully afliſt. 
ing to this Contempt are, the - Ro- 
man Miſhonaries, who though not {6 
ſollicitous as the former to beſpatter the 
Perſonsofour Clergy, yet what is more 
for their purpoſe, they labour to make 
void ther Orders (and thereby their 
whole Service) by inſtilling into their 
eaſie proſelytes a bclief, That ever 


ſince our departure from Rome, we" 


have been without an Ephod and 
without Teraphim : all Prieſthood pro- 
perly fo called. And though this per- 
haps may neither be practiſed upon Vul- 
gar Perſons, nor at all come within their 

gnizance, yet it is more than proba- 
ble that they deal and ſucceed herein 
with thoſe, who are able to bring moſt 
damage to our Church, and advantage 
to their own. 

And thus having with that FR 

an 
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and brevity, which was at firſtdefign'd, 
given you an Eflay both of the Real and 
Pretended Grounds of the Contetnpt of 
the Clergy ; Thave as it were only word- 
ed the Diſeaſe, fo that it ſhould be our 
next task to preſcribe ſomething in order 
to its Cure. And though according to 

reſent Circumſtances, this may ſeem to 
be placed next to impoſhible; yet 
It is to be hop'd that it would not a 
little contribute to mitigate and allay the 
fury of the Diſtemper, 1t both Lay and 
Clergy would ſeriouſly lay to heart 
what has I hope with M-rdeſty and Conſci- 


| ence, Truth and Integrity been already 


mention'd. And what I have now to 
ſpeak more upon this Onwelcome Sub- 
jeF, ſhall be by way of very ſhort ad- 
drejs unto three ſorts of Perſons, who 

are herein more eſpecially concern'd. 
And my firſt addreſs ſhall be to the 
Magiſtrate that he would not ſuffer the 
Clergy to be contemn'd, if not for the 
fake of their Funtion, yet for the Peace 
and Safety of the State. For if by an a- 
theiſtical ſuppoſal it ſhould be granted, 
L That 
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That Religion is but a meer Engine of 
Govergment, or a politick invention 
deviſed to awe the people into ſubjetti- 
on and obedience, and thereby very 
proper to turn the affairs of the World : 
yet that Religion may be able to effect 
theſe purpoſes, there is a neceſfiry of 
diſtinct Perſons to inſti] into the people 
a belief and fear of the Irviſcble Powers, 
and this diſmal apprehenſion of a future 
State, or the World to come. And to 
ſhow them how that theſe inviſible 
Powers have decreed and appointed that 
all ſorts of Perſons ſhould © ſubject to 


the viſible higher Powers upon Earth; * 


and how that they will certainly and 
fearfully puniſh all ſuch as do other- 
wiſe. So that it now becomes the in- 
tereſt of the Magiſtrateto aflert the Cre- 
dit and Authority of thoſe upon whoſe 
Miniſtry ſo much of the common wel- 
fare depends. And to take care that 
Perſons thus imployed, have ſuch a Ve- 


neration and regard ſhown them, as may 


render them competent to perform theſe 


good Offices for the State. It the ho- } 


noring 


= 
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noring of Religion bringsGreatneſs, and 
the vilitying thereof ruin, to a Nation 3; 
and that Rehgion cannot be honor'd, 
where its Miniſters are deſpiſed : then 
let thole who bear any tolcrable Good- 
will unto the Land of their Nativity, 
take heed of making but a Mock of that 
Carriage which may prove no leſs fatal 
to its happineſs, than it did tothe Jews 3 
in whom God puniſhed the Abuſe of 
his Meſſengers with the Deſolation of 
their Temple, and rrrever{blc Diſperſ1on 
of their whole Nation. 
When Princes granted to ClergyMnen 
Authority to hold Conſtitories, vt was be- 
cauſe they thought it uncomly tor them 
to follow matters of Sits abroad, to 
the great diſtraction of their Prayer and 
exerciſe of Divine Service. As alſo 
that they might have a more ſpeedy and 
better diſpatch before a Judge of their 
own Learning, than before a Judge of 
another Profteſlion. And that their 
fuits and quarrels ſhould not be divulged 
and ſpread abroad among the Lay-peo- 
ple, to the great diſcredit of their whole 
L 2 Calling. 
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Calling. And we read that in Criminal 
matters, Princes anciently ſo much ten- 
der'd the Clergy, that ifany man among 
them had committed any thing worthy 
of Death or open Shame, he was not 
exccuted or put to publick diſgrace, be- 
fore he was degraded by the Biſhop, and 
his Clergy; and fo was executed, and 
put to ſhame, not as a Clerk, but asa 
Lay-Maletaftor. Which reſpect towards 
Eccleſiaſtical men, "twere well it were 
ſtill retain'd, both becauſe (faith a Great 
Civilian) the conſideration thercot is re- 
verert and vvoithy the dignity of the 


Miniſtery, vvhoſe Office is moſt hono- * 


rable; and alſo for thatit is more Ancient 
thanany Papiſtical immunity; and let me 
adde alſo, becauſe it highly tends to the 
honorand advancement of Religion, and 
conſequently to the ſtrength and ſafety 
of the Common-wealth. 

And though inſtead of bearing any 
ſuch reverence to Gods Miniſters, the 
preſent Age ſeems to reckon it among 
its Wonderful Accompliſhments to con- 


temn Them; yet if ever the fad cttetts . 


there- 
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thereof fall under the mature and ſerious 


conlideration of the Magiſtrate, þdoubt 
not but the ſcenic of his own and the 
publick ſafety, will awaken his endea- 
vours to ſer ſhores to that inundation 
of miſeriecs which from an uncontrolled 
vilifying of the Officers of Religion 
will naturally flow, and unavoidably 

break in upon, and deluge the Lard. 
My next addreſs 1s to the Cortemrers 
themſelves: whom I would heartily re- 
ueſt to conſider, how their vilifying 
the Clergy 1s contrary to the general 
practice of the World : There being 
no Nation ſo utterly ſavage and unct- 
vilized, whole reſpect to their Piicſts 
doth not rather incline to exceſs than 
di ficiency. Next I would humbly be- 
ſeech them to revolve how their Carri- 
age heran 1s wholly opponent to that 
Common Equity, which obligeth us to 
yield All a reſpect agrceable to the E- 
ſtimate the Laws of the Place have 
put upon the Office they bear. And 
here I cannot but likewiſe ſuggeſt who 
thoſe are whom they contemn 3 and 
L 3 how 
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how that in every Spermologss, or idle, 
babling, talkative Clergy-man, (for ſo 
the Wits of Athens called St. Paul) 
there is an Ambaſlador of_Chriſt. 2 Cor. 
5.20. And all know an Ambaſſador 
ſuſtains his Princes Perſon, and negoti- 
ates his affairs. And that the King is 
ſaid, 1n onruſual diſcourſe, to do thar, 
that nis Ambatlador doth in his Name. 
And the reſpett or affront done to an 
Ambaſlador, interpretatively is done to 
the Perſor, whom he repreſints. Which 
1s all applicable to the Ambaſladors of 
Chriſt, for what They do, He is ſaid to 
do ; and the diſhonordoneto them, God 
takes as done to Himſelf (1 Sam. 8. 7. 
They havenot rejeted you, but they have 
rejected me) and our Saviour told his 
Diſciples, when He Commiſiton'd them 
to Preach in his N.ime., He that recerveth 
you, receiveth me; and he that receiveth 
me, recciveth him thar ſent me, Mat. 10. 
40. Hethercfore that deſpiſeth them, de- 
ſpiſeth not Mcn, but God. 1 The. 4. 8. 
According to that uſual ſaying among the 
Jews, Every mans Meſſenger is as him- 


Jelf. 
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felf. And give me leave to tell you 


| {who are the Contemners of Chrigs Am- 


baſladors) that they are more deſerving 
of your reſpect than Thoſe of Earthly 
Princes, asreprelenting a Maſter, whoſe 
Power and Greatneſs, as much excel that 
of Secular Kings, as God doth all the 
Sons of Men. For they are the Ambal- 

fadors of the Lord of Hoſts. Mal. 2. 7. 
They are hkewiſe intruſted with 
greater Secrets than thoſe of State, even 
with the Great Myſtery of godline(s, God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, which had been 
hid from all Ages, and which the Angels 
deſired to look into. They likewilc 
were not, as other Ambaſladorsare, fent 
to particularNations,and upon particular 
Concerns; but unto all the World : and 
upon a Meflage of no les importance 
than to make up the grand Breach, and 
to reconcile God and Man. And wc 
may ſtill obſerve that they have no ©- 
ther defign upon us, than to open our 
eyes, and to turn us from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan un- 
to God. That we may receive torgive- 
L 4 nets 
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neſs of fins, and inheritance among 
them qþat are ſanctifycd by Faith that is 


in Chriſt. And ſeeing that this is the 
undoubted tenour of the Commiſſion 
they receive for their Ambaſly, and that 
they negotiate nothing but the welfare 
—_ happineſs even of their Contenmers, 
this might move them to retract their 
Contempt upon the ſole account of its 
injuſtice and Diſingennity. For what 
can more worthily bcar that imputation, 
thanto deal 11] with thoſe, who wiſh us 
no worle than to be Etcrnally happy: 
and who with the fame devotion 
and integrity endeavour our Salvation 
as they do their own? Indeed if they 
went about to abridge us of any Honeſt 
comfort or delight ; or of what is cither 
agreeable to our Rational Nature, or f0- 
berly conducing to a healthful and com- 
fortable life: It they inſtructed us to 
caſt our Wealth into the Sca, when there 
are other ways enough to ſave us from 
being drown'd : It they forbad us any 
thing, but what will do us hurt ; or in- 
joyn'd us any thing but the practice of 

thoſe 
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thoſe Vertues which have ever been 
juſtly accounted the beſt Tryals agd Ex- 
erciſes of Brave and Generous Spirits; and 
fitteſt to keep Mer from Sinking into 
Bruits. Then we might have ſome co- 
lour to invert the Scripture, and to re- 
vile them for theif Works ſake. Bur be- 
ing clearly aſcertain'd of the contrary ; 
and that they manage their Otfice accord- 
ing to itsgenuine deſign, namely, to fave 
their own ſouls, and the fouls of them 
that hear them: We cannot without 
the priviledge of Lyracy, and ſcandal 
of retinas, either expoſe their Per- 
ſons, or vilify their Function. As for 
mine own part, it has ever hitherto ex- 
erciſed my wonder, that men ſhould run 
ſo far Counter both to God and them- 
ſelves, as to deſpiſe thoſe whom God 
will honor; and undervaluc thoſe who 
are ſo ſerviceable to them in their high- 
eſt concern, and principal intereſt. 

But leaving thele men to cure this 
their difſemper'd Carriage towards the 
Clergy, with a con(iderate reflection up- 
on the baſenels and ungentility of fo do- 

ing: 


154 A Modeſt Plea for the Clergy. 


ing; I will conclude theſe tumultuar 
Papers with a ſhort application to thoſe 


Reverend Perſons, to the aſlertion of 


whoſe Honor they are really intend- 
cd. 
And here I would not be thought to 
be one of thoſe who are Wiſer than their 
Teachers; an imputation not po'libly 
to be avoided, - if I ſhould go ba to 
inſtru them. My nn. therefore 
is in this place to perform the Office 
of an humble Remembrancer z; and to 
mind tholc Reverend Perſons,(to whom 
in all Submiftion I make this Addreſs) 
as far as poſlible, and it in them lyes, to 
giveno occaſion to theirEnemics to ſpeak 
evil of them. And though I know you 
have no Locks upon their hearts, nor 
Bits in their mouths, but that their 
thoughts are free, and their tongues are 
their own; yet you want not ways con- 
ducing to their Reſtraint, and to ſilence 
the Obloguy of ſuch unreaſonable men : 

Namely, 
Firſt, A prudent care that no egregi- 
-ous miſgovernment of your Perſons _=_ 
er 
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der your Calling leſs acceptable ; butla- 
bouring that in all things your HSly OE 
fice may be adorn'd with an anſwerable 
Converſation. For it is the well 
verning of your ſelves that will —_ 
en you in the reproof of others miſcarri- 
ages, and give Authority to your 
Dodrin. And by doing the ſame thin 
you teach, you ſhall give an undeniable 
atteſtation that they are not ſo difficult 
in themſelves, nor humane Nature fo far 
weakned and deprefied, but that all the 
Dutics of Chriſtianity may be perform- 
ed. Burt if like Mercurial Statues, you 
never move a foot toward the place to 
which you direct others; this may-cre- 
ate in the Laity a ſturdy ſuſpicion, that 
the whole matter 1s but a holy Cheat. 
Let your own breaſts then be the firſt 
Proſelytes of your Dottrin ; and let your 
Miniſtry firſt manifeſt its power in mak- 
ing your ſclvecs —_— Non aliter viven- 
tes quim vivendum precipientes : which 
was negle&ed by thoſe Philoſophers, 
who > 
Mankind. Always remembring how 1ll 
it 


ith Seneca) deſcrved © ill of 


| 
| 
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it becomes Divines to be like thoſePhilo- 
ſophews in EpiGetus, who were "Arey mh 


Texrluv, juexet Ts Myws Fadis procul, | 


Verbis Tenus; as A. Gellus makes the re- 
mark. Lib. 17. Chap. 19. 


Chaxcer 1n the Prologue, to his Can- 
terbury Tales, gives the Character of a 
Religious and Learned Prieſt. Which 
being not wholly impertinent to that we 
ſpeak of, I have here inſerted in his 
own Language and Metre. 


The Parſon. 


A goon manne there was of Religioun, 

And was a pooze Parſone of a Toun : 

But rich he was of holy thought and 
werke, 

Þe was cke a lernedmanne & a Clecrke, 

That Chziſtes Goſpels truly would 
pzeach 

Pis JPariſhens devoutly would he teach, 

Benigne he was and wonder diligent, 

And in adverſitie fall pattent ; 


Ind 
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Ind ſoch one he was p2oved oft tithes, 


| Full loth were him to curſe toe his 


tithes; 

But rather would he peven out of doubt 

Unto his poo2e PPariſhens all about, 

Both of his offring and of his Sub- 
ſtaunce, 

He couhie in lirtle thing have Cufft- 
ſaunce. 

Wide was his Pariſh and houſes fer 
aſonder, 

But he ne left neither fo2 raine ne thon- 
der, 

—_— ne in miſchiefe foz to vt- 
ute, 

The ferdeff inhis Pariſh, moch o lite, 

Upon his fete, and tn his handa ſtate 2. 

This noble example to his ſhepe he yafe, 

That firſt he Wought, and afterward 
taught, 

Dut of the Goſpel he the wozds caught, 

And this figure he added eke thereto, 

That if Gold ruſt, what ſhould Iron do? 

Fo? pef a Pyteſt be foule, on whom we 
truſk, 

No wonder is a leude man to ruſt ; __ 

t 
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And ſhame it ts, if a Pztieft take kepe, 

_ ſea ſhitten ſhepherd, and a cleane 

epe : | 

Teil ought a Peſt, enſample fo2 to 
peve 

—_— cleanneſſe, how his ſhepe ſhould 

Þe ſet not his Benefice to hire, 

And let his ſhepe acomber in the mire, 

And renne to London, to Sainda Poules, 

To ſeken him a Chauntrie fo2 ſoules : 

D2 with a Bzotherhede to be withold : 

But kept at home and kept well hts fold, 


carry, 
Þe was aſhepherd, anduot a mercenary, 
And though he holy were, and vertuous, 
Þe was not to ſinfull men deſpiteous, 
Ne of hts (p&ch daungerous ne digne, 
But fn his teaching diſcrete and benigne, 
To = x04 folke to heaven, with faire- 
e, 
By good enlample, this was his beſi- 
neſſe. 


But he were any perſone obſtinate, 


Whether he were of high 02 low m_ | 
m 


Go that the wolte made him not mi{- 


——_—_ Pen——_— — 


| 
| 
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bþim would he ſnibbe ſharply fo2 the 
Novts, b 


| Abetter Pyieſt J know no where non fs. 


He wayted after no pompe ne reverence, 
Ne maked him no ſpiced Conſcience , 


' But Chaiſtes loze, and his Apoſtles 


twelve, 
oo ——_ but firſt he followed it him- 
five, 


And though the excellent Chancer, 
asappears by Nis writings, met not with 
many of this Character; yetthe Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times repreſents the Religiout- 
neſs of the Clergy (eſpecially the Regu- 
lar) and the peoples Reverence towards 
them to have been highly commendable. 
And that the Clergy ſerved Cod mn con- 
tinual prayer, watching, faſting, and 
preaching the word of life; deſpiſing 
the Commodities of the World, as things 
that were none of their own; being con- 
tent with ſo much thereof as might 
ſerve their neceſſities ; living themſelves 
according to what they taught others. 
For which the people had them 1n a 

marvel- 
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marvellous Reverence, freely imparting 
to thech of the chief of their Subſtance. 
And in ſo doing conform'd to the primi- 
tive Ruleand Praftice of Chriſtianity. 

It was St. Pauls Exhortation to 1rmo- 
thy, that he Should take heed to himſelf and 
to his Dodrin: And the former advice 
ſeems to have been equally neceſlary and 
important with the latter. For the looſe 
and ill-govern'd life of a Divine doth 
uſually more hurt, than his preachin 
dothgood:. there being nothing doth 
more effectually imprint the Leſſons of 
Holineſs and Vertue upon the people, 
than the exemplary Converſation of 
thejr Teacher: the later, having ever 
had a greater force upon The Many than 
the Former. And indeed it was the lig- 
nal care of the Apoſtles To live as they 
preached, that at firſt made Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſo ſucceſsful and prevailing in the 

orld. And none could reaſonably 
doubt of the Truth of that Doctrin, 
and neceſſity of thoſe duties, in whoſe 
conſcientious belief and performance, 


the Preachers thereof were ſuch Fair Ex- 
amples, 
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amples. Remember what Chriſt aid to 
your Holy Predeceſſors, when ie was 
training t up for the Miniſtry : «Te 
« are the Salt of the Earth ; butifthe Salt 
* hath loſt its favour, wherewith ſhall 
«* jt be falted ? It is thenceforth good 
« for nothing, but to be caſt out, and 
*to be trodden under Foot of men. 
&« Mat. 5. 13. 

The poſition of the Syriack, Scholiaſt 


tranſlated our of the Syriack Language 
; by D. L. hath theſe words upon Levi. 


4. 3. © If the Prieſt that is anointed, e&c. 


' <In the Greek, itthe high Prieſt, he who 
-} <1s anointed, ſhall ſin, ſo asto make the 


* people to fin hey they imitatin 

< him, and offending in the ſame kind, 
* the whole Congregation {hall offer an 
* Oblation, a young Bullock for his fin. 
*z.e. All the people when they offend 
< offer the ſame Oblation only, which 


' < the Prieſt did when he offended. 


« And therefore it is (aid, that the tranſ- 
— ot him who ſtandeth in an 
* high place, ought tobe reputed, asifit 
« were the ſin of all thoſe who ſtand 
© under him. M « And 
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« Andif a Ruler ſhall fin, his Oblati- 
« on iF leſs than that of the Prieſt, or 
<« that of the Congregation all together : 
* nor was he ſprinkled with blood ſe- 
« vert times , by reaſon of his Prero- 
* gative of Honor; and though in ſome 
< reſpects the Prince himſelf be leſs than 
* the Pricſt, and the people do far ex- 
* ceed himin Number; yer he is greater 
* than any one of the Co ation, 
« and therefore every one of them of- 
© fending offereth a Female, but he a 
« Male-kid, Levit. 4. 22, 23, 24. The 
deſign of inſerting this poſition will 
not need to incur the mark of Imper- * 

7 trmency, When it is conſidered to whom 
upon this occaſion it is addreſled. 

And as that which I have now rudely 
ſuggeſted, will prove one infallible me- 
thod. to ſecure your Eſteem; fo it will 
hkewiſe furniſh you with couragein the 
diſcharge of your FunCtion. For no- 

+ thing doth ſo much animatethe reproot 
of anothers faults, as a Nil conſcire in 
the Reprover. And ſeeing it 1s your 
unhappineſs to live in an Age, wherein . 
Vice 
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Vice is arrived at that Aſſurance and 
Power, that it may ſeem no ſnfall piece 
of Valour to be Vertuous your ſelves, 
or to counſel others to be ſo 5 there ap- 
pears all imaginable reaſon that courage 
draws you out to aflault and batter the 
ſtrong holds of fin, and to conflict wick- 
edneſs in High Places. And when your 
Courage is the Child of your own In- 
nocency, it will infuſe a marvellous vigor 
and ſpirit into every Branch of your Of- 
fice, Sothat you may peak and exhort, and 
rebuke with all Authority. And preſent 
Circumſtances being duly weighed, 
our Caſe will plainly appear to reſem? 
le that of Ezekzels, when God ſaid un- 
to him, Ezek. 2.6. 

Son of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, 
though Briars and Thorns be with thee, 
and thou doſt dwell among Scorpions : 
be not afraid of their words, nor be diſ- 
mayed at their looks, though they be 
Rebellious, Oc. 

Behold, I have made thy face ſtrong 
againſt their faces, and thy forehead 

M 2 ſtrong 
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, ſtrong y_=_ their forcheads, ec. Chap. 
2. 8, & 

And give me leave toſhut up all with 
commending to your Conſideration, 
the ſharp and known invective of that 
excellent Heathen againſt the vicious 
Philoſophers, in the ſecond Book of his 
Tuſculan Queſtions. £notws quiſque 
Philoſophorum invenitur, qui ſit ita mora- 
tus, &c. Artenque Vite profeſſus delinquit 
in vita, &c. He is like a profelled Gram- 
marian (peaking barbarouſly, or a ſcur- 
vey Singer vaunting of his skill in Mu- 
fick. Nothing being more abſurd and 
ridiculous than to be defective in the 
knowledge of that in which a man pro- 

f-ſleth himſelf to be a Maſter, e&*c. 


Ad majorem Dei Gloriam. 
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